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CALL TO ORDER 
 

At 4:00 p.m., Deputy Speaker Bai Sandra Sin-

suat A. Sema called the session to order. 

 

NATIONAL ANTHEM AND PRAYER 
 

Pursuant to Section 73, Rule XI of the amended 

Provisional Rules of the House, the Members sang 

the National Anthem and thereafter, observed a mi-

nute of silent prayer. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

Thereupon, on motion of Rep. Gerald Anthony 

"Samsam" V. Gullas Jr., there being no objection, 

the Chair directed the Secretary General to call the 

Roll and the following Members were present: 
 

Abayon 

Abellanosa 

Abu 

Acharon 

Acop 

Acosta-Alba 

Adiong 

Agarao 

Aggabao 

Aglipay-Villar 

Albano 

Alejano 

Almario 

Almonte 

Alonte 

Alvarez (F.) 

Alvarez (M.) 

Alvarez (P.) 

Amatong 

Angara-Castillo 

Aquino-Magsaysay 

Aragones 

Arbison 

Arcillas 

Arenas 

Atienza 

Aumentado 

Bag-ao 

Bataoil 

Batocabe 

Belaro 

Belmonte (F.) 

Bernos 

Bertiz 

Biazon 

Billones 

Bolilia 

Bondoc 

Bordado 

Bravo (M.V.) 

Brosas 

Bulut-Begtang 

Calalang 

Calderon 

Calixto-Rubiano 

Caminero 

Campos 

Canama 

Casilao 

Castelo 

Castro (F.H.) 

Catamco 

Cayetano 

Cerafica 

Cerilles 

Chavez 

Chipeco 

Cojuangco 

Cortes 

Cortuna 

Cuaresma 

Cueva 

Dalipe 

Datol 

Daza 

De Jesus 

de Venecia 

De Vera 

Defensor 

Del Mar 

Deloso-Montalla 

Dimaporo (A.) 

Dimaporo (M.K.) 

Duavit 

Durano 

Dy 

Elago 

Enverga 

Erice 

Eriguel 

Ermita-Buhain 

Escudero 

Espina 

Espino 

Evardone 

Fariñas 
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Fernando 

Floirendo 

Flores 

Fortun 

Fortuno 

Fuentebella 

Garbin 

Garcia (G.) 

Garcia (J.E.) 

Garcia-Albano 

Garin (R.) 

Gasataya 

Gatchalian 

Go (A.C.) 

Go (M.) 

Gomez 

Gonzaga 

Gonzales (A.P.) 

Gonzales (A.D.) 

Gonzalez 

Gullas 

Herrera-Dy 

Hofer 

Jalosjos 

Khonghun 

Labadlabad 

Lacson 

Lagman 

Lanete 

Laogan 

Lazatin 

Leachon 

Lee 

Limkaichong 

Lobregat 

Lopez (C.) 

Loyola 

Macapagal-Arroyo 

Maceda 

Madrona 

Malapitan 

Manalo 

Mangaoang 

Mangudadatu (Z.) 

Marcoleta 

Mariño 

Marquez 

Martinez 

Matugas 

Mellana 

Mending 

Mendoza 

Mercado 

Mirasol 

Montoro 

Nava 

Nieto 

Noel 

Nograles (J.J.) 

Nolasco 

Nuñez-Malanyaon 

Oaminal 

Ocampo 

Ong (E.) 

Ong (H.) 

Ortega (P.) 

Ortega (V.N.) 

Pacquiao 

Paduano 

Palma 

Pancho 

Panganiban 

Panotes 

Papandayan 

Pichay 

Pimentel 

Pineda 

Plaza 

Primicias-Agabas 

Ramirez-Sato 

Relampagos 

Revilla 

Roa-Puno 

Rocamora 

Rodriguez (I.) 

Rodriguez (M.) 

Romero 

Romualdez 

Romualdo 

Roque  

Sacdalan 

Sagarbarria 

Sahali 

Salimbangon 

Salo 

Salon 

Sambar 

Sandoval 

Sangcopan 

Sarmiento (C.) 

Sarmiento (E.M.) 

Savellano 

Sema 

Siao 

Silverio 

Singson 

Suansing (E.) 

Suansing (H.) 

Suarez 

Tan (A.) 

Tan (M.) 

Tejada 

Teves 

Tiangco 

Ting 

Tolentino 
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Treñas 

Tugna 

Ungab 

Unico 

Uy (R.) 

Uybarreta 

Vargas-Alfonso 

Velarde 

Velasco 

Velasco-Catera 

Veloso 

Vergara 

Villanueva 

Villaraza-Suarez 

Villarica 

Villarin 

Violago 

Yap (A.) 

Yap (M.) 

Yap (V.) 

Yu 

Zamora (M.C.) 

Zamora (R.) 

Zubiri 
 

With 226 Members responding to the Call, the 

Chair declared the presence of a quorum. (See Ap-

pendix) 
 
DEFERMENT OF APPROVAL  

OF THE JOURNAL 
 

On motion of Rep. Christopher V. P. de Venecia, 

there being no objection, the Body deferred the ap-

proval of the Journal of the previous session. 
 
REFERENCE OF BUSINESS  
 

Subsequently, on motion of Representative de 

Venecia, there being no objection, the Body pro-

ceeded to the Reference of Business.   

Upon direction of the Chair, the Secretary Gen-

eral read on First Reading the titles of the following 

Bills, including a Communication and Committee 

Reports, which were referred to the appropriate 

Committees as hereunder indicated:  
 

BILLS ON FIRST READING 
 
House Bill No. 7069, entitled: 
 

“AN ACT DECLARING THE MONTH OF 

SEPTEMBER OF EVERY YEAR AS 

PHILIPPINE BAMBOO MONTH” 
 

By Representatives Savellano, Durano, Es-

cudero and Atienza 
 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-

SOURCES 

House Bill No. 7071, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE MANDA-

TORY APPOINTMENT OF AN ENVI-

RONMENT AND NATURAL RE-

SOURCES OFFICER IN EVERY PROV-

INCE, CITY AND MUNICIPALITY, 

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SEC-

TION 484 (A), ARTICLE XIV, TITLE V, 

BOOK III OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7160, 

AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN 

AS THE ꞌLOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE 

OF 1991ꞌ ” 

 

By Representative Suansing (E.) 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOV-

ERNMENT 

 

House Bill No. 7072, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT POSTPONING THE MAY 2018 

BARANGAY AND SANGGUNIANG 

KABATAAN ELECTIONS TO OCTO-

BER 2018, AMENDING FOR THIS PUR-

POSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9164” 

 

By Representative Pimentel 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON SUFFRAGE AND 

ELECTORAL REFORMS 

 

House Bill No. 7073, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT STRENGTHENING AND RA-

TIONALIZING THE CAREER SERVICE 

OF THE CONGRESS OF THE PHILIP-

PINES BY ESTABLISHING A LEGISLA-

TIVE CAREER SERVICE AND A LEGIS-

LATIVE ACADEMY AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

 

House Bill No. 7074, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PRESCRIBING RATES OF PAY 

AND ALLOWANCES FOR OFFICERS 

AND ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF THE 

ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 

(AFP) WHILE ON OVERSEAS DUTY 

WITH A PHILIPPINE EXPEDITIONARY 
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OR PEACEKEEPING CONTINGENT 

PURSUANT TO A PHILIPPINE COOP-

ERATIVE COMMITMENT TO A 

UNITED NATIONS SANCTION OR 

POLICY AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL DE-

FENSE AND SECURITY 

 

House Bill No. 7075, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT TO EXPEDITE AND STREAM-

LINE THE APPLICATION PROCESS 

FOR SECURING BUILDING PERMITS 

AND CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY, 

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE CER-

TAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT 

NO. 6541, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 

THE NATIONAL BUILDING CODE OF 

THE PHILIPPINES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS 

AND HIGHWAYS 

 

House Bill No. 7076, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT CREATING THE AMUSEMENT 

INDUSTRY SAFETY BOARD 

THEREBY STRENGTHENING THE 

AMUSEMENT PARKS AND RIDES IN-

DUSTRY, INSTITUTING SAFETY 

STANDARDS AND PROVIDING 

FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON GAMES AND 

AMUSEMENTS 

 

House Bill No. 7077, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A POLICY 

MECHANISM FOR THE SUSTAINA-

BLE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF 

THE ISLAND OF BORACAY, MUNICI-

PALITY OF MALAY, PROVINCE OF 

AKLAN, DEFINING FOR THE PUR-

POSE THE MODE OF ACQUISITION 

FOR PARCELS OF LAND WITHIN THE 

ISLAND CLASSIFIED AS AGRICUL-

TURAL LAND OPEN TO DISPOSITION 

UNDER PROCLAMATION NO. 1064 

AND PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL 

SAFEGUARDS THEREFOR” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-

SOURCES 

 

House Bill No. 7078, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE 

OF CHIROPRACTIC CARE IN THE 

PHILIPPINES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

 

House Bill No. 7079, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT INSTITUTING A DRIVER EDU-

CATION PROGRAM PROVIDING THE 

IMPLEMENTING MECHANISMS 

THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PUR-

POSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON BASIC EDUCA-

TION AND CULTURE 

 

House Bill No. 7080, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A MORE RE-

SPONSIVE AND COMPREHENSIVE 

REGULATION FOR THE PRACTICE, 

LICENSING, AND REGISTRATION OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SANITARY 

ENGINEERS IN THE PHILIPPINES 

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE RE-

PUBLIC ACT NO. 1364 AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 
 
House Bill No. 7081, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE CARLOS 

HILADO MEMORIAL STATE COL-

LEGE IN THE CITY OF TALISAY, NE-

GROS OCCIDENTAL, ALL ITS SATEL-

LITE CAMPUSES LOCATED IN THE 

CITIES OF TALISAY AND BACOLOD 



17th Congress 2nd Regular Session  5 
JOURNAL NO. 59   Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
 

AND IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF BI-

NALBAGAN, ALL IN THE PROVINCE 

OF NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, INTO A 

STATE UNIVERSITY TO BE KNOWN 

AS THE CARLOS HILADO MEMORIAL 

STATE UNIVERSITY, AND APPROPRI-

ATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 

By Representatives Gasataya, Benitez and 

Mirasol 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER AND 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

 

House Bill No. 7082, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR UNIFORM 

FEES OF SERVICE PROVIDERS OF 

GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS” 

 

By Representatives Batocabe and Co 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

 

House Bill No. 7083, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL FI-

NANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND BENE-

FITS GRANTED TO BENEFICIARIES 

OF UNIFORMED AND LAW ENFORCE-

MENT PERSONNEL OF THE PHILIP-

PINE NATIONAL POLICE (PNP), 

ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 

(AFP), BUREAU OF FIRE PROTEC-

TION (BFP), BUREAU OF JAIL MAN-

AGEMENT AND PENOLOGY (BJMP), 

PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD (PCG), 

NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA-

TION (NBI), BUREAU OF CORREC-

TIONS (BUCOR), AND PHILIPPINE 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 

(PDEA), WHO ARE KILLED OR PER-

MANENTLY INCAPACITATED WHILE 

IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR 

DUTY OR BY REASON OF THEIR OF-

FICE OR POSITION, APPROPRIATING 

FUNDS THEREFOR, REPEALING FOR 

THE PURPOSE PERTINENT PROVI-

SIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6963, 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ORDER 

AND SAFETY AND TO THE COMMIT-

TEE ON NATIONAL DEFENSE AND 

SECURITY 

 

House Bill No. 7084, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT EXPANDING THE SCOPE OF 

THE PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY, 

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE RE-

PUBLIC ACT NO. 7392, OTHERWISE 

KNOWN AS THE ꞌPHILIPPINE MID-

WIFERY ACT OF 1992ꞌ AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

 

House Bill No. 7085, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A MAGNA 

CARTA OF GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT-

ANTS” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

 

House Bill No. 7086, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN THE OFFICE 

OF THE GOVERNMENT CORPORATE 

COUNSEL, BY RE-DEFINING, EX-

PANDING, STRENGTHENING, RA-

TIONALIZING AND FURTHER PRO-

FESSIONALIZING ITS ORGANIZA-

TION, UPGRADING EMPLOYEE BEN-

EFITS AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

THEREFOR” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE 

 

House Bill No. 7087, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT TO PROVIDE TIME OFF WITH 

PAY FOR EMPLOYEES WHO DONATE 

ORGAN, BONE MARROW, BLOOD, OR 

BLOOD PLATELETS” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND 

EMPLOYMENT 
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House Bill No. 7088, entitled: 
 

“AN ACT STRENGTHENING THE POLITI-

CAL PARTY SYSTEM, APPROPRIAT-

ING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES” 
 

By Representative Alejano 
 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON SUFFRAGE AND 

ELECTORAL REFORMS 
 
House Bill No. 7089, entitled: 
 

“AN ACT PROVIDING POST-HARVEST FA-

CILITIES TO RICE FARMERS” 
 

By Representative Alejano 
 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

AND FOOD 
 
House Bill No. 7090, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT INSTITUTIONALIZING PRIVATE 

LAND FORESTRY TO ENHANCE RE-

FORESTATION AND ENVIRONMEN-

TAL PROTECTION AND PROVIDING 

INCENTIVES THEREOF, AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES” 
 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RE-

FORESTATION 

 

House Bill No. 7091, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PROVIDING BENEFITS TO PUB-

LIC EMPLOYEES WHO SUFFER ANY 

INJURY IN THE LINE OF DUTY THAT 

LEADS TO DISABILITY” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

 

House Bill No. 7092, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVI-

SIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 

7431, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 

ꞌRADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY ACT OF 

1992ꞌ, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

House Bill No. 7093, entitled: 
 

“AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN THE RECY-

CLING PROGRAM FOR ALL RE-

CHARGEABLE BATTERIES MANU-

FACTURED, SOLD AND DISTRIB-

UTED IN THE PHILIPPINES, AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES” 
 

By Representative Alejano 
 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON ECOLOGY 
 
House Bill No. 7094, entitled: 
 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE SOLAR EN-

ERGY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

THEREFOR” 
 

By Representative Alejano 
 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
 
House Bill No. 7095, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT MANDATING THE USE OF 

TRANSACTION WINDOWS AND THE 

CREATION OF E-SERVICES IN ALL 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, MINIMIZ-

ING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE COM-

MISSION OF BRIBERY AND OTHER 

CORRUPT PRACTICES, AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES” 
 

By Representative Alejano 
 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 
 
House Bill No. 7096, entitled: 
 

“AN ACT DEFINING AND REGULATING 

THE TRAVEL AGENTS PROFESSION” 
 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON TOURISM 

 

House Bill No. 7097, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 2 OF RE-

PUBLIC ACT NO. 1827 SO AS TO IM-

POSE HIGHER PENALTIES FOR 

THOSE ENGAGED IN UNFAIR AND 

UNETHICAL LOBBYING PRACTICES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON PEOPLE’S PARTIC-

IPATION 
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House Bill No. 7098, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT ENHANCING THE TRANSPAR-

ENCY OF THE PROCUREMENT PRO-

CESS BY MANDATING THE VIDEO 

RECORDING OF ALL PROCUREMENT-

RELATED CONFERENCES, THEREBY 

AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NUM-

BERED 9184, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 

THE ꞌGOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

REFORM ACT OF 2003ꞌ, PRESCRIBING 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS 

THEREOF, AND FOR OTHER RE-

LATED PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIA-

TIONS 

 

House Bill No. 7099, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PROMOTING AND PERMITTING 

THE USE OF WASTE-TO-ENERGY 

TECHNOLOGY, AMENDING FOR THIS 

PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUM-

BERED 8749, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 

THE CLEAN AIR ACT OF 1999” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON ECOLOGY 

 

House Bill No. 7100, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT INSTITUTIONALIZING THE 

YOUNG FARMERS' PROGRAM, 

PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

AND FOOD 

 

House Bill No. 7101, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT CREATING THE POSI-

TION/RANK OF FIRE TRUCK OFFICER 

(FTO) IN THE BUREAU OF FIRE PRO-

TECTION” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIA-

TIONS 

House Bill No. 7102, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT EXPANDING THE NUMBER OF 

DISORDERS INCLUDED IN THE NEW-

BORN SCREENING PROGRAM, AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Alejano 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

 

House Bill No. 7103, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT CREATING A CLASS D DISTRICT 

OFFICE OF THE LAND TRANSPORTA-

TION OFFICE (LTO) IN THE MUNICI-

PALITY OF PAMPLONA, CAMARINES 

SUR” 

 

By Representative Villafuerte 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTA-

TION 

 

House Bill No. 7104, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT STREAMLINING THE REGULA-

TORY COMMISSION ON ENERGY, RE-

NAMING THE ENERGY REGULATORY 

COMMISSION INTO THE PHILIPPINE 

POWER REGULATORY COMMISSION, 

AMENDING FOR THAT PURPOSE RE-

PUBLIC ACT NO. 9136, OTHERWISE 

KNOWN AS THE ꞌELECTRIC POWER 

INDUSTRY REFORM ACT OF 2001ꞌ, AP-

PROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Velasco 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 

 

House Bill No. 7105, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT ENHANCING REVENUE AD-

MINISTRATION AND COLLECTION 

BY GRANTING AN AMNESTY ON ALL 

UNPAID INTERNAL REVENUE TAXES 

IMPOSED BY THE NATIONAL GOV-

ERNMENT FOR TAXABLE YEAR 2017 

AND PRIOR YEARS” 

 

By Representatives Alvarez (P.), Fariñas and 

Cua 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND 

MEANS 
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House Bill No. 7106, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A GOVERN-

MENT SERVICE CENTER (GSC) 

HOUSING SATELLITE OFFICES OF 

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AGEN-

CIES IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF 

BANGUED IN THE PROVINCE OF 

ABRA” 

 

By Representative Bernos 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

 

House Bill No. 7107, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT AMENDING SECTIONS 8 AND 

12 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10575, OTH-

ERWISE KNOWN AS THE BUREAU OF 

CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2013, AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 

By Representative Leachon 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE 

 

House Bill No. 7108, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT REGULATING THROUGH QUO-

TAS ON MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRA-

TION APPROVALS AND LICENSE 

PLATE ISSUANCES THE NUMBER OF 

VEHICLES ON THE ROADS OF THE 

PHILIPPINES, AND FOR OTHER PUR-

POSES” 

 

By Representative Abayon 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTA-

TION 

 

House Bill No. 7109, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT REQUIRING EDUCATIONAL IN-

STITUTIONS ALL OVER THE COUN-

TRY TO PROVIDE LEFT-HANDED 

ARMCHAIRS” 

 

By Representative Roa-Puno 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON BASIC EDUCA-

TION AND CULTURE AND THE COM-

MITTEE ON HIGHER AND TECH-

NICAL EDUCATION 

House Bill No. 7110, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A NATIONWIDE 

CURFEW FOR BETTER CHILD 

SAFETY AND PROTECTION OF WEL-

FARE OF PERSONS UNDER EIGHT-

EEN YEARS OLD” 

 

By Representative Herrera-Dy 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON WELFARE OF 

CHILDREN 

 

House Bill No. 7111, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT STRENGTHENING NATIONAL 

SECURITY BY PROVIDING FOR THE 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE OF 

FOREIGN ENTITIES UNDER CERTAIN 

CONDITIONS” 

 

By Representative Fariñas 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL DE-

FENSE AND SECURITY 

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

Letters dated January 30 2018 of Roger E. Dino, 

Deputy Director, Office of the General Counsel 

and Legal Services, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi-

nas (BSP), furnishing the House of Representa-

tives with duly certified and authenticated BSP 

issuances, to wit: 

 

Circular No. 990 dated 22 January 2018; 

 

Circular Letter No. CL-2018-006 dated 19 January 

2018;  

 

Memorandum No. M-2018-001 dated 12 January 

2018; and 

 

Memorandum No. M-2018-002 dated 17 January 

2018. 
 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON BANKS AND FI-

NANCIAL INTERMEDIARIES 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Report by the Committee on Higher and Technical 

Education (Committee Report No. 595), re 

H.R. No. 1645, entitled: 
 

“RESOLUTION CONFERRING THE CON-

GRESSIONAL MEDAL OF ACHIEVE-

MENT TO DR. AMADO GABRIEL 
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ESTEBAN FOR BRINGING HONOR 

AND PRESTIGE TO THE PHILIPPINES 

THROUGH HIS EXEMPLARY 

ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELD OF 

HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA (USA) AS PRES-

IDENT OF TWO (2) MAJOR ACA-

DEMIC INSTITUTIONS AND FOR HIS 

INVALUABLE ASSISTANCE TO FILI-

PINO SCHOLARS IN THE USA” 

 

recommending its adoption in substitution of 

House Resolution No. 1119 

 

Sponsors: Representatives Hofer and Belaro 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 

Report by the Committee on Agrarian Reform 

(Committee Report No. 596), re H.B. No. 7115, 

entitled: 

 

“AN ACT PENALIZING THE CONVER-

SION OR CAUSING THE CONVER-

SION OF IRRIGATED AND IRRIGABLE 

LANDS, AMENDING FOR THE PUR-

POSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6657, AS 

AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 

THE COMPREHENSIVE AGRARIAN 

REFORM LAW OF 1988” 

 

recommending its approval in substitution of 

House Bills Numbered 1396 and 5501 

 

Sponsors: Representatives Relampagos, 

Amante and Alvarez (P.) 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 

Report by the Committee on Justice and the Com-

mittee on Appropriations (Committee Report 

No. 597), re H.B. No. 652, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT CREATING AN ADDITIONAL 

BRANCH OF THE REGIONAL TRIAL 

COURT IN OZAMIS CITY, CONVERT-

ING THE MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL 

COURT COMPRISING THE MUNICI-

PALITIES OF CLARIN AND TUDELA 

INTO THE MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT 

OF CLARIN, AND CREATING A NEW 

MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT 

COMPRISING THE MUNICIPALITIES 

OF SINACABAN AND TUDELA, ALL 

IN THE SECOND LEGISLATIVE DIS-

TRICT OF THE PROVINCE OF 

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL, AMENDING 

FOR THE PURPOSE BATAS PAM-

BANSA BLG. 129 OTHERWISE 

KNOWN AS ꞌTHE JUDICIARY REOR-

GANIZATION ACT OF 1980ꞌ, AND AP-

PROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 

recommending its approval with amendments 

 

Sponsors: Representatives Umali, Nograles 

(K.A.), Veloso and Oaminal 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 

Report by the Committee on Justice (Committee 

Report No. 598), re H.B. No. 7120, entitled: 

 

“AN ACT GRANTING PHILIPPINE CITI-

ZENSHIP TO MR. PHILLIP LEACH” 

 

recommending its approval in substitution of 

House Bill No. 5658 

 

Sponsors: Representatives Umali, Alvarez (P.), 

Fuentebella, Tiangco, Ferrer (J.) and Castro 

(F.H.) 

 

TO THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GUESTS 

 

At this point, Representative de Venecia 

acknowledged the presence in the Session Hall of 

guests of Reps. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and Mi-

chael L. Romero, Ph.D. 

 

APPROVAL ON THIRD READING 

OF CERTAIN HOUSE BILLS 
 

On successive motions of Representative de 

Venecia, there being no objection, the Body pro-

ceeded to the approval on Third Reading of the fol-

lowing House Bills, printed copies of which were 

distributed to the Members on the dates mentioned 

herein, pursuant to Section 58, Rule X of the 

amended Provisional Rules of the House: 

 

Distributed on February 1, 2018: 

 

1. House Bill No. 6754, entitled:  “AN ACT 

RENEWING THE FRANCHISE 

GRANTED TO ULTRASONIC BROAD-

CASTING SYSTEM, INC. UNDER RE-

PUBLIC ACT NO. 8081, ENTITLED 'AN 

ACT GRANTING THE ULTRASONIC 

BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC., A 

FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, IN-

STALL, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN 
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FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES RA-

DIO AND TELEVISION BROADCAST-

ING STATIONS THROUGHOUT THE 

PHILIPPINES' FOR ANOTHER 

TWENTY-FIVE (25) YEARS FROM 

THE EFFECTIVITY OF THIS ACT”; 
 

The Chair then directed the Secretary General 

to call the Roll for nominal voting.  Thereafter, pur-

suant to the amended Provisional Rules of the 

House, a second Roll Call was made. 

 

RESULT OF THE VOTING 
 

The result of the voting was as follows: 

 

Affirmative: 

 

Abayon 

Abellanosa 

Abu 

Acharon 

Acop 

Acosta-Alba 

Adiong 

Agarao 

Aggabao 

Aglipay-Villar 

Albano 

Alejano 

Almario 

Almonte 

Alonte 

Alvarez (F.) 

Alvarez (M.) 

Alvarez (P.) 

Amatong 

Angara-Castillo 

Aquino-Magsaysay 

Aragones 

Arbison 

Arcillas 

Arenas 

Atienza 

Aumentado 

Bag-ao 

Bataoil 

Batocabe 

Belaro 

Belmonte (F.) 

Bernos 

Bertiz 

Biazon 

Billones 

Bolilia 

Bondoc 

Bordado 

Bravo (A.) 

Bravo (M.V.) 

Brosas 

Bulut-Begtang 

Calalang 

Calderon 

Calixto-Rubiano 

Caminero 

Campos 

Canama 

Casilao 

Castelo 

Castro (F.H.) 

Catamco 

Cayetano 

Cerafica 

Cerilles 

Chavez 

Chipeco 

Cojuangco 

Cortes 

Cortuna 

Cuaresma 

Cueva 

Dalipe 

Datol 

Daza 

De Jesus 

de Venecia 

De Vera 

Defensor 

Del Mar 

Del Rosario 

Deloso-Montalla 

Dimaporo (A.) 

Dimaporo (M.K.) 

Duavit 

Durano 

Dy 

Elago 

Enverga 

Erice 

Eriguel 

Ermita-Buhain 

Escudero 

Espina 

Espino 

Evardone 

Fariñas 

Fernando 

Floirendo 

Flores 

Fortun 

Fortuno 

Fuentebella 

Garbin 

Garcia (G.) 

Garcia (J.E.) 

Garcia-Albano 
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Garin (R.) 

Gasataya 

Go (A.C.) 

Go (M.) 

Gomez 

Gonzaga 

Gonzales (A.P.) 

Gonzales (A.D.) 

Gonzalez 

Gullas 

Herrera-Dy 

Hofer 

Jalosjos 

Javier 

Khonghun 

Labadlabad 

Lacson 

Lagman 

Lanete 

Laogan 

Lazatin 

Leachon 

Lee 

Limkaichong 

Lobregat 

Lopez (C.) 

Macapagal-Arroyo 

Maceda 

Madrona 

Malapitan 

Manalo 

Mangaoang 

Mangudadatu (Z.) 

Marcoleta 

Mariño 

Marquez 

Martinez 

Matugas 

Mellana 

Mending 

Mendoza 

Mercado 

Mirasol 

Montoro 

Nava 

Nieto 

Noel 

Nograles (J.J.) 

Nolasco 

Nuñez-Malanyaon 

Oaminal 

Ocampo 

Ong (E.) 

Ong (H.) 

Ortega (P.) 

Ortega (V.N.) 

Pacquiao 

Paduano 

Palma 

Pancho 

Panganiban 

Panotes 

Papandayan 

Pichay 

Pimentel 

Pineda 

Plaza 

Primicias-Agabas 

Ramirez-Sato 

Relampagos 

Revilla 

Roa-Puno 

Rocamora 

Rodriguez (I.) 

Rodriguez (M.) 

Romero 

Romualdez 

Romualdo 

Roque  

Sacdalan 

Sagarbarria 

Sahali 

Salo 

Salon 

Sambar 

Sandoval 

Sangcopan 

Sarmiento (C.) 

Sarmiento (E.M.) 

Savellano 

Siao 

Silverio 

Singson 

Suansing (E.) 

Suansing (H.) 

Suarez 

Tan (A.) 

Tan (M.) 

Tejada 

Teves 

Tiangco 

Ting 

Tinio 

Tugna 

Ungab 

Unico 

Uy (R.) 

Uybarreta 

Vargas-Alfonso 

Velarde 

Velasco 

Velasco-Catera 

Veloso 

Vergara 

Villanueva 

Villaraza-Suarez 
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Villarica 

Villarin 

Yap (A.) 

Yap (M.) 

Yap (V.) 

Yu 

Zamora (M.C.) 

Zubiri 

 

Negative: 

 

None 

 

Abstention: 

 

None 

 

With 222 affirmative votes, no negative votes, 

and no abstention, the Body approved on Third 

Reading House Bill No. 6754. 

 

MANIFESTATION OF  

REPRESENTATIVE TINIO 

 

Recognized by the Chair, Rep. Antonio L. Tinio 

manifested during the nominal voting that he voted 

“Yes” on House Bill No. 6754. 

 

ADDITIONAL COAUTHORS 

 

On motion of Representative de Venecia, there 

being no objection, the Body approved to include as 

additional coauthors of House Bills No. 7033 and 

7054, and House Resolution No. 1636, the names 

of Members contained in the list to be submitted by 

the Committee on Rules. 

 

APPROVAL ON THIRD READING 

OF CERTAIN HOUSE BILLS 

(Continuation) 

 

Distributed on February 1, 2018: 

 

2. House Bill No. 6913, entitled:  “AN ACT 

RENEWING THE FRANCHISE 

GRANTED TO RADIO MARINE NET-

WORK, INCORPORATED, UNDER RE-

PUBLIC ACT NO. 4607, AS AMENDED 

BY REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7512”; 
 

The Chair then directed the Secretary General 

to call the Roll for nominal voting.  Thereafter, pur-

suant to the amended Provisional Rules of the 

House, a second Roll Call was made. 

RESULT OF THE VOTING  

 

The result of the voting was as follows:  

 

Affirmative: 

 

Abayon 

Abellanosa 

Abu 

Acharon 

Acop 

Acosta-Alba 

Adiong 

Agarao 

Aggabao 

Aglipay-Villar 

Albano 

Alejano 

Almario 

Almonte 

Alonte 

Alvarez (F.) 

Alvarez (M.) 

Alvarez (P.) 

Amatong 

Angara-Castillo 

Aquino-Magsaysay 

Aragones 

Arbison 

Arcillas 

Arenas 

Atienza 

Aumentado 

Bag-ao 

Bataoil 

Batocabe 

Belaro 

Belmonte (F.) 

Bernos 

Bertiz 

Biazon 

Billones 

Bolilia 

Bondoc 

Bordado 

Bravo (A.) 

Bravo (M.V.) 

Brosas 

Bulut-Begtang 

Calalang 

Calderon 

Calixto-Rubiano 

Caminero 

Campos 

Canama 

Casilao 
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Castelo 

Castro (F.H.) 

Catamco 

Cayetano 

Cerafica 

Cerilles 

Chavez 

Chipeco 

Cojuangco 

Cortes 

Cortuna 

Cuaresma 

Cueva 

Dalipe 

Datol 

Daza 

De Jesus 

de Venecia 

De Vera 

Defensor 

Del Mar 

Del Rosario 

Deloso-Montalla 

Dimaporo (A.) 

Dimaporo (M.K.) 

Duavit 

Durano 

Dy 

Elago 

Enverga 

Erice 

Eriguel 

Ermita-Buhain 

Escudero 

Espina 

Espino 

Evardone 

Fariñas 

Fernando 

Floirendo 

Flores 

Fortun 

Fortuno 

Fuentebella 

Garbin 

Garcia (G.) 

Garcia (J.E.) 

Garcia-Albano 

Garin (R.) 

Gasataya 

Geron 

Go (A.C.) 

Go (M.) 

Gomez 

Gonzaga 

Gonzales (A.P.) 

Gonzales (A.D.) 

Gonzalez 

Gullas 

Herrera-Dy 

Hofer 

Jalosjos 

Javier 

Khonghun 

Labadlabad 

Lacson 

Lagman 

Lanete 

Laogan 

Lazatin 

Leachon 

Lee 

Limkaichong 

Lobregat 

Lopez (C.) 

Macapagal-Arroyo 

Maceda 

Madrona 

Malapitan 

Manalo 

Mangaoang 

Mangudadatu (Z.) 

Marcoleta 

Mariño 

Marquez 

Martinez 

Matugas 

Mellana 

Mending 

Mendoza 

Mercado 

Mirasol 

Montoro 

Nava 

Nieto 

Noel 

Nograles (J.J.) 

Nolasco 

Nuñez-Malanyaon 

Oaminal 

Ocampo 

Ong (E.) 

Ong (H.) 

Ortega (P.) 

Ortega (V.N.) 

Pacquiao 

Paduano 

Palma 

Pancho 

Panganiban 

Panotes 

Papandayan 

Pichay 

Pimentel 

Pineda 

Plaza 



14  17th Congress 2nd Regular Session 

JOURNAL NO. 59   Tuesday, February 6, 2018 

 

Primicias-Agabas 

Ramirez-Sato 

Relampagos 

Revilla 

Roa-Puno 

Rocamora 

Rodriguez (I.) 

Rodriguez (M.) 

Romero 

Romualdez 

Romualdo 

Roque  

Sacdalan 

Sagarbarria 

Sahali 

Salo 

Salon 

Sambar 

Sandoval 

Sangcopan 

Sarmiento (C.) 

Sarmiento (E.M.) 

Savellano 

Siao 

Silverio 

Singson 

Suansing (E.) 

Suansing (H.) 

Suarez 

Tan (A.) 

Tan (M.) 

Tejada 

Teves 

Tiangco 

Ting 

Tinio 

Tugna 

Ungab 

Unico 

Uy (R.) 

Uybarreta 

Vargas-Alfonso 

Velarde 

Velasco 

Velasco-Catera 

Veloso 

Vergara 

Villanueva 

Villaraza-Suarez 

Villarica 

Villarin 

Yap (A.) 

Yap (M.) 

Yap (V.) 

Yu 

Zamora (M.C.) 

Zubiri 

 

Negative: 

 

None 

 

Abstention: 

 

None 

 

With 223 affirmative votes, no negative votes, 

and no abstentions, the Body approved on Third 

Reading House Bill No. 6913. 

 

APPROVAL ON THIRD READING  

OF CERTAIN HOUSE BILLS  

(Continuation)  

 

Distributed on February 1, 2018: 

 

3. House Bill No. 6938, entitled:  “AN ACT 

PROVIDING FOR THE SPECIAL PRO-

TECTION OF CHILD PASSENGERS IN 

MOTOR VEHICLES”;  

 

Distributed on January 30, 2018: 

 

4. House Bill No. 6974, entitled:  “AN ACT 

CREATING THE BAGUIO CITY, LA 

TRINIDAD, ITOGON, SABLAN, TUBA, 

AND TUBLAY DEVELOPMENT AU-

THORITY (BLISTTDA), DEFINING ITS 

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND 

PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR”; and 

 

Distributed on February 1, 2018: 

 

5. House Bill No. 6995, entitled:  “AN ACT 

CONVERTING THE CAMARINES SUR 

INSTITUTE OF FISHERIES AND MA-

RINE SCIENCES (CASIFMAS) – 

RAGAY CAMPUS LOCATED IN THE 

MUNICIPALITY OF RAGAY, CAMA-

RINES SUR INTO A TESDA-SUPER-

VISED SCHOOL TO BE KNOWN AS 

RAGAY POLYTECHNIC SKILLS INSTI-

TUTE AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

THEREFOR.” 

 

The Chair then directed the Secretary General 

to call the Roll for nominal voting.  Thereafter, pur-

suant to the amended Provisional Rules of the 

House, a second Roll Call was made. 
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RESULT OF THE VOTING  

 

The result of the voting was as follows:  

 

Affirmative: 

 

Abayon 

Abellanosa 

Abu 

Acharon 

Acop 

Acosta-Alba 

Adiong 

Agarao 

Aggabao 

Aglipay-Villar 

Albano 

Alejano 

Almario 

Almonte 

Alonte 

Alvarez (F.) 

Alvarez (M.) 

Alvarez (P.) 

Amatong 

Angara-Castillo 

Aquino-Magsaysay 

Aragones 

Arbison 

Arcillas 

Arenas 

Atienza 

Aumentado 

Bag-ao 

Bataoil 

Batocabe 

Belaro 

Belmonte (F.) 

Bernos 

Bertiz 

Biazon 

Billones 

Bolilia 

Bondoc 

Bordado 

Bravo (A.) 

Bravo (M.V.) 

Brosas 

Bulut-Begtang 

Calalang 

Calderon 

Calixto-Rubiano 

Caminero 

Campos 

Canama 

Casilao 

Castelo 

Castro (F.H.) 

Catamco 

Cayetano 

Cerafica 

Cerilles 

Chavez 

Chipeco 

Cojuangco 

Cortes 

Cortuna 

Cuaresma 

Cueva 

Dalipe 

Datol 

Daza 

De Jesus 

de Venecia 

De Vera 

Defensor 

Del Mar 

Del Rosario 

Deloso-Montalla 

Dimaporo (A.) 

Dimaporo (M.K.) 

Duavit 

Durano 

Dy 

Elago 

Enverga 

Erice 

Eriguel 

Ermita-Buhain 

Escudero 

Espina 

Espino 

Evardone 

Fariñas 

Fernando 

Floirendo 

Flores 

Fortun 

Fortuno 

Fuentebella 

Garbin 

Garcia (G.) 

Garcia (J.E.) 

Garcia-Albano 

Garin (R.) 

Gasataya 

Geron 

Go (A.C.) 

Go (M.) 

Gomez 

Gonzaga 

Gonzales (A.P.) 

Gonzales (A.D.) 

Gonzalez 

Gullas 



16  17th Congress 2nd Regular Session 

JOURNAL NO. 59   Tuesday, February 6, 2018 

 

Herrera-Dy 

Hofer 

Jalosjos 

Javier 

Khonghun 

Labadlabad 

Lacson 

Lagman 

Lanete 

Laogan 

Lazatin 

Leachon 

Lee 

Limkaichong 

Lobregat 

Lopez (C.) 

Macapagal-Arroyo 

Maceda 

Madrona 

Malapitan 

Manalo 

Mangaoang 

Mangudadatu (Z.) 

Marcoleta 

Mariño 

Marquez 

Martinez 

Matugas 

Mellana 

Mending 

Mendoza 

Mercado 

Mirasol 

Montoro 

Nava 

Nieto 

Noel 

Nograles (J.J.) 

Nolasco 

Nuñez-Malanyaon 

Oaminal 

Ocampo 

Ong (E.) 

Ong (H.) 

Ortega (P.) 

Ortega (V.N.) 

Pacquiao 

Paduano 

Palma 

Pancho 

Panganiban 

Panotes 

Papandayan 

Pichay 

Pimentel 

Pineda 

Plaza 

Primicias-Agabas 

Ramirez-Sato 

Relampagos 

Revilla 

Roa-Puno 

Rocamora 

Rodriguez (I.) 

Rodriguez (M.) 

Romero 

Romualdez 

Romualdo 

Roque  

Sacdalan 

Sagarbarria 

Sahali 

Salo 

Salon 

Sambar 

Sandoval 

Sangcopan 

Sarmiento (C.) 

Sarmiento (E.M.) 

Savellano 

Siao 

Silverio 

Singson 

Suansing (E.) 

Suansing (H.) 

Suarez 

Tan (A.) 

Tan (M.) 

Tejada 

Teves 

Tiangco 

Ting 

Tinio 

Tugna 

Umali 

Ungab 

Unico 

Uy (R.) 

Uybarreta 

Vargas 

Vargas-Alfonso 

Velarde 

Velasco 

Velasco-Catera 

Veloso 

Vergara 

Villanueva 

Villaraza-Suarez 

Villarica 

Villarin 

Yap (A.) 

Yap (M.) 

Yap (V.) 

Yu 

Zamora (M.C.) 

Zubiri 
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Negative:  

 

None  

 

Abstention:  

 

None  

 

With 225 affirmative votes, no negative votes, 

and no abstentions, the Body approved on Third 

Reading the aforementioned House Bills. 

 

Thereupon, on motion of Representative 

Gullas, there being no objection, the Chair recog-

nized Rep. Amihilda J. Sangcopan on a question of 

personal and collective privilege. 

 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE  

OF REPRESENTATIVE SANGCOPAN 

 

In observance of World Hijab Day, Representa-

tive Sangcopan stressed the need to shed light on 

the mystery of the hijab (head scarf) which has be-

come a symbol of oppression, terrorism, and lack of 

freedom in many places around the world.  She ex-

plained that wearing the scarf is actually a means 

for the Muslim woman to discipline and compose 

herself for goodness and success and is an act im-

bued with integrity.  Citing three Muslim Filipinas 

who excelled in their professions, she added that 

wearing the same is not an obstacle for Muslim 

women to become productive members of society.  

 

She then related how her colleagues, educa-

tional institutions, and government agencies have 

conducted programs and activities to enlighten the 

public about the wearing of the hijab.  She stressed 

that a bill that she had filed to promote the use of 

the hijab, will empower and enlighten the media, 

educational sector, the youth, and families about re-

spect for diversity in religious beliefs and practices. 

 

REMARKS OF DEPUTY SPEAKER SEMA 

 

Deputy Speaker Sema thanked Representative 

Sangcopan as well as the lady Representatives who 

participated in the celebration of World Hijab Day.  

She said that they might have felt awkward wearing 

a hijab but wore it just the same in order to express 

their support for the Bangsamoro people. 

 

On motion of Representative de Venecia, the 

Chair recognized Rep. Kaka J. Bag-ao to interpel-

late Representative Sangcopan. 

INTERPELLATION OF  

REPRESENTATIVE BAG-AO 

 

After thanking Representative Sangcopan for 

the opportunity to wear a hijab, Representative 

Bag-ao inquired on how the veil became a symbol 

of the Muslim women’s fight for equality, peace, 

and prosperity.  

 

The two Members then adverted to former Rep. 

Sitti Djalia Turabin-Hataman who said that she did 

not believe that most people hated Muslims but that 

they merely knew nothing about them. Representa-

tive Sangcopan stressed that understanding is the 

first step to peace while Representative Bag-ao ex-

pressed her firm stand against any form of discrim-

ination. 

 

On motion of Representative de Venecia, the 

Chair thereafter recognized Deputy Speaker Lina-

belle Ruth R. Villarica for a manifestation. 

 

MANIFESTATION OF  

DEPUTY SPEAKER VILLARICA 
 

On behalf of the Association of Women Legis-

lators’ Foundation, Inc., Deputy Speaker Villarica 

said that women legislators were wearing a hijab in 

solidarity with their Muslim colleagues and Muslim 

women all over the world.  She underscored that the 

hijab is not a mere fashion accessory but a symbol 

of purity, modesty, surrender to one’s beliefs, and a 

way of life. 
 

On motion of Representative de Venecia, the 

Chair recognized Deputy Speaker Raneo “Ranie” 

E. Abu for a manifestation. 

 

MANIFESTATION OF  

DEPUTY SPEAKER ABU 
 

Deputy Speaker Abu first stated that it was but 

fitting that the Presiding Officer from Mindanao 

was one of the Muslim leaders of the House, and 

that a colleague from Anak Mindanao Party-List 

had delivered a privilege speech about  World Hijab 

Day. He then said that from personal queries and re-

search, he found out that the wearing of the hijab 

was a sign of modesty; and World Hijab Day was 

celebrated to counteract the controversies as well as 

to help end discrimination, in connection with such  

practice. 
 

On behalf of his male colleagues, he expressed 

his respect and support for the role of women re-

gardless of their status in life and religion and his 

support for the advocacies of the women sector es-

pecially in Mindanao and among the Muslims. 
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REFERRAL OF REPRESENTATIVE 

SANGCOPAN’S PRIVILEGE SPEECH  

 

On motion of Representative de Venecia, there 

being no objection, the Body referred Representa-

tive Sangcopan’s privilege speech and the interpel-

lation and manifestations thereon to the Committee 

on Rules for its appropriate action. 

 

SENATE TRANSMITTAL OF HOUSE BILLS 

 

On motion of Representative Gullas, there be-

ing no objection, the Chair directed the Secretary 

General to immediately transmit to the Senate, cop-

ies of the House Bills that had been approved on 

Third Reading. 

 

BUSINESS FOR THE DAY:  

COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 585  

ON HOUSE BILL NO. 7054 

 

On successive motions of Representative 

Gullas, there being no objection, the Body consid-

ered on Second Reading House Bill No. 7054 as 

contained in Committee Report No. 585 and re-

ported out by the Committees on Energy, and Ap-

propriations, institutionalizing the Electric Cooper-

atives Emergency and Resiliency Fund; dispensed 
with the reading of the text thereof without preju-

dice to its insertion into the Record of the House; 
adopted the Explanatory Note as the sponsorship re-

marks on the measure upon the request of Rep. Lord 

Allan Jay Q. Velasco, Chairperson of the Commit-

tee on Energy; terminated the period of sponsorship 
and debate; terminated the period of amendments in 
the absence of Committee and individual amend-

ments; and approved the same on Second Reading 
through viva voce voting. 

 

OMNIBUS APPROVAL ON SECOND  

READING OF CERTAIN HOUSE BILLS  

UNDER THE BUSINESS FOR  

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 

 

On an omnibus motion of Representative 

Gullas, there being no objection, the Body consid-

ered on Second Reading the following House Bills 

calendared under the Business for Thursday and 

Friday, as contained in various Committee Reports 

and submitted by the Committees hereunder indi-

cated; dispensed with the reading of the texts of the 

measures without prejudice to their insertion into 

the Record of the House; adopted the Explanatory 

Notes as the sponsorship remarks on the measures; 
terminated the period of sponsorship and debate; 
approved the Committee amendments as contained 

in the respective Committee Reports if any; termi-

nated the period of amendments in the absence  of 

individual amendments; and approved the same on 
Second Reading through viva voce voting: 

 

1. House Bill No. 7037, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 583 and submitted by 

the Committees on Health, and Appropria-

tions, converting the Dinaig Municipal 

Hospital in Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao, 

into a fifty-bed capacity district hospital, 

to be known as the Datu Odin Sinsuat Dis-

trict Hospital, upgrading its facilities and 

professional health care, authorizing the 

increase of its medical personnel; 

 

2. House Bill No. 7037, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 583 and submitted by 

the Committee on Revision of Laws, de-

claring June 18 of every year a special 

nonworking holiday in Bacolod City, Ne-

gros Occidental to be known as the “Baco-

lod City Charter Day”; 

 

3. House Bill No. 2553, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 586 and submitted by 

the Committees on Health, and Appropria-

tions, establishing the Teodoro N. Pepito 

Memorial Hospital in Valencia City, 

Fourth District of Bukidnon; 

 

4. House Bill No. 7061, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 587 and submitted by 

the Committees on Health, and Appropria-

tions, increasing the bed capacity of 

Southern Philippines Medical Center in 

Davao City from one thousand two hun-

dred (1,200) to one thousand five hundred 

(1,500) beds, upgrading its professional 

health care services and facilities, and au-

thorizing the increase of its medical per-

sonnel; 

 

5. House Bill No. 7062, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 588 and submitted by 

the Committees on Health, and Appropria-

tions, upgrading the Mindanao Central 

Sanitarium in Pasobolong, Zamboanga 

City into a tertiary level hospital, increas-

ing its bed capacity for general care ser-

vices to three hundred (300); 
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6. House Bill No. 7063, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 589 and submitted by 

the Committees on Health, and Appropria-

tions, increasing the bed capacity for ter-

tiary general health care of the Dr. Jose N. 

Rodriguez Memorial Hospital and Sanita-

rium in Tala, Caloocan City from two hun-

dred (200) to eight hundred (800) beds, 

amending for the purpose Republic Act 

(R.A.) No. 9420; 

 

7. House Bill No, 7064, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 590 and submitted by 

the Committees on Health, and Appropria-

tions, increasing the bed capacity of Don 

Emilio Del Valle Memorial Hospital 

(DEDVMH) in Ubay, Bohol from fifty 

(50) to three hundred (300) beds, upgrad-

ing its services and facilities and profes-

sional health care, and authorizing the in-

crease of its medical personnel; and 

 

8. House Bill No, 7065, as contained in Com-

mittee Report No. 591 and submitted by 

the Committees on Health, and Appropria-

tions, increasing the bed capacity of the 

Amang Rodriguez Memorial Medical 

Center in Marikina City from three hun-

dred (300) to five hundred (500) beds, and 

upgrading the service facilities and profes-

sional health care therein. 

 

ADOPTION OF CERTAIN  

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 

 

On successive motions of Representative 

Gullas, there being no objection, the Body consid-

ered the following House Resolutions as contained 

in various Committee Reports and submitted by the 

Committees indicated hereunder; dispensed with 
the reading of the texts of the measures without 

prejudice to their insertion into the Record of the 

House; and unanimously adopted the same:  

 

1. House Resolution No. 1636, as contained 

in Committee Report No. 594 and submit-

ted by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

entitled: “RESOLUTION URGING THE 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF GOVERN-

MENT TO ALLOCATE FUNDS FOR 

ADDITIONAL SCIENTIFIC RE-

SEARCH AND FEASIBILITY STUDIES 

ON THE AREA EAST OF LUZON 

KNOWN AS THE PHILIPPINE RISE, 

INCLUDING THE MARINE EXPLO-

RATION FOR MINERAL DEPOSITS 

AND OTHER RESOURCES THEREIN 

WHICH MAY BE USED AS ALTERNA-

TIVE SOURCES OF ENERGY”; and 

 

House Resolution No. 1630, as contained 

in Committee Report No. 592 and submit-

ted by the Committee on Higher and Tech-

nical Education, entitled: “A RESOLU-

TION URGING THE BOARD OF RE-

GENTS OF THE CEBU TECHNOLOGI-

CAL UNIVERSITY (CTU) TO ESTAB-

LISH A CAMPUS AT THE MUNICIPAL-

ITY OF BALAMBAN, PROVINCE OF 

CEBU,  TO  BE  KNOWN  AS THE 

CEBU TECHNOLOGICAL  UNIVER-

SITY-BALAMBAN CAMPUS.” 

 

APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAL 
 

On motion of Representative Gullas, there be-

ing no objection, the Body approved Journal No. 

58, dated February 5, 2018. 

 

SUSPENSION OF SESSION 

 

The session was suspended at 5:25 p.m., upon 

motion of Representative Gullas. 

 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION 

 

The session resumed at 5:40 p.m. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 389  

ON HOUSE BILL NO. 6425 
 

On motion of Representative Gullas, there be-

ing no objection, the Body resumed consideration 

on Second Reading of House Bill No. 6425, as con-

tained in Committee Report No. 389 and reported 

out by the Committees on Transportation, and Ap-

propriations. 

 

Upon direction of the Chair, the Secretary Gen-

eral read the title of the Bill, to wit: 

 

“AN ACT PRESCRIBING AN URGENT, 

COMPREHENSIVE AND INTEGRATED 

LAND-BASED TRAFFIC MANAGE-

MENT POLICY TO EFFECTIVELY AD-

DRESS THE TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

CRISIS IN METRO MANILA, METRO-

POLITAN CEBU AND METROPOLI-

TAN DAVAO AND APPROPRIATING 

FUNDS THEREFOR.” 
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Representative Gullas stated that the parliamen-

tary status was that the Bill was in the period of 

sponsorship and debate; and on his motion, the 
Chair recognized Rep. Cesar V. Sarmiento, Chair-

person of the Committee on Transportation, to 

sponsor the measure and Representative Tinio to in-

terpellate thereon. 
 
INTERPELLATION OF  

REPRESENTATIVE TINIO 
 

Representative Tinio asked how the measure 

can resolve the traffic problem in the key metropol-

itan areas of the country. Representative Sarmiento 

(C.) discussed its provisions on uniform traffic rules 

and regulations, route rationalization, mass trans-

portation, roadworthiness of public utility vehicles 

(PUVs), and road infrastructure projects.  
 

Representative Tinio also sought clarification 

on other provisions of the Bill such as the Presi-

dent's power to reorganize traffic-related agencies; 
the removal of the ordinance-enacting powers of lo-

cal government units; and traffic commissioner’s 

power to approve road-related infrastructure pro-

jects. The Sponsor affirmed that after three years, 

the traffic commissioner’s commission will be abol-

ished but the traffic management councils and ex-

panded powers of the Metro Manila Development 

Authority will remain. 
 

Subsequently adverting to the regulatory provi-

sions, Representative Tinio asked why the Bill fo-

cused only on PUVs and the drivers and operators 

thereof and whether there were support mechanisms 

for those who would be affected or displaced by the 

route rationalization scheme. Despite the Sponsor’s 

explanations, he stressed that it does not provide for 

specific regulations for private vehicles whose vol-

ume in the streets is one of the causes of traffic; and 
proposed to regulate the sale of new private vehicles 

as what was being done in other countries. 
 
REMINDER FROM THE CHAIR 
 

At this point, the Chair reminded Representa-

tive Tinio to wind up with his interpellation. 
 
INTEPELLATION OF  

REPRESENTATIVE TINIO 

(Continuation) 
 

The Sponsor clarified that only small projects 

will be exempted from the Procurement Law, in re-

sponse to the succeeding questions of Representa-

tive Tinio. However, the latter pointed out that  

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte had been making 

pronouncements about his aversion to public bid-

ding; and warned that the passage of the instant Bill 

will open the box to corruption especially in multi-

billion-peso projects under the guise of traffic pro-

jects and in the government’s "Build, Build, Build" 

projects.  
 
REMARKS FROM THE CHAIR 
 

The Chair again reminded Representative Tinio 

to wind up with his interpellation. 
 
SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION  

ON SECOND READING  

OF HOUSE BILL NO. 6425  
 

Thereupon, on motion of Representative 

Gullas, there being no objection, the Body sus-

pended the consideration on Second Reading of 

House Bill No. 6425. 
 
CHANGE OF REFERRAL  

OF HOUSE BILL NO. 7111 
 

Subsequently, on motion of Representative 

Gullas, there being no objection, the Body changed 

the referral of House Bill No. 7111 – from the Com-

mittee on National Defense and Security to the 

Committees on National Defense and Security, 

Public Order and Safety, and Justice. 

 

SUSPENSION OF SESSION 
 

On motion of Representative Gullas, the ses-

sion was suspended at 6:45 p.m.  

 

RESUMPTION OF SESSION 
 

The session resumed at 6:46 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION 
 

Thereupon, on motion of Representative 

Gullas, there being no objection, the Chair declared 

the session adjourned until four o’clock in the after-

noon of Wednesday, February 7, 2018. 
 

It was 6:46 p.m. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------  

 

I hereby certify to the correctness of the forego-

ing.  

 

 

 

            (Sgd.) ATTY. CESAR STRAIT PAREJA  

                                    Secretary General 

 

Approved on February 7, 3018 
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DOCUMENTS DISTRIBUTED 
 

Printed copies of the following measures were 

distributed to the Members during the session: 

 

1. House Bill No. 6914, entitled: “AN ACT 

EXTENDING FOR ANOTHER 

TWENTY-FIVE (25) YEARS THE 

FRANCHISE GRANTED TO 

PEN᷉AFRANCIA BROADCASTING 

CORPORATION UNDER REPUBLIC 

ACT NO. 8166, EXPANDING ITS COV-

ERAGE TO THE ENTIRE PHILIPPINES, 

AND APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF 

ITS CORPORATE SHARES”; and 

 

2. House Bill No. 4115, entitled: “AN ACT 

ESTABLISHING THE FORESTLAND 

BOUNDARY OF THE PROVINCE OF 

SIQUIJOR.” 
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