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Briefing on the feeding programs of two government
agencies and a private organization in relation to the draft
Substitute Bill to HBs 247, 3419, 3937 and 767 (National
Food Security Act):

The technical working group (TWG), chaired by Rep. Gil
“Kabarangay” Acosta (3rd District, Palawan), listened to the
briefing conducted by the National Nutrition Council (NNC),
Department of Agriculture (DA), and Gawad Kalinga (GK).



National Nutrition Council (NNC)

NNC Nutrition Policy and Planning Division Chief Maria
Lourdes Vega underscored the need to provide adequate
nutrition for the first 1,000 days of a child. She explained that
the first 1,000 days, which starts from conception until the
child reaches his/her second birthday, is considered globally
as the golden window of opportunity for nutrition and related
interventions to have a positive impact on the child’s physical
and mental development.
Vega said that based on studies, the failure to provide
optimal nutrition in the first 1,000 days would result to lower
intelligence, poor resistance to infections, increased risk to
cancer and diabetes, and reduced productivity in adulthood.
These translate to reduced productivity for the entire country
estimated at 12% of the gross domestic product (GDP).
Achieving optimal nutrition, according to Vega, includes
providing proper nutrition to pregnant and lactating women,
infants and young children.
While undernutrition among Filipino children has decreased
from 1989 to 2015, Vega disclosed that the decline has been
very slow.
Thus, according to Vega, the government instituted the “First
1000 Days of Life Program” to ensure the full development of
the child through the provision of nutrition, health, early child
learning and social services.
The program, which is spearheaded by the NNC in
collaboration with other government agencies, covers
pregnant women (nine months of pregnancy) and
infants/children aged zero to two years.
The First 1000 Days of Life Program involves the following
components:
 Adequate nutrition of pregnant and lactating
women;
 Exclusive breastfeeding in the first six months with
initiation within the first hour of birth;
 Continued breastfeeding up to two years and
beyond;
 Appropriate complementary feeding starting at six
months; and
 Early childhood care and development
interventions (health, social services, and early
learning).
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Department of Agriculture (DA)

DA Project Development Officer Mohamad Kuday informed
the TWG about the DA’s Pagkain para sa Masa Program
(PPSMP), which aims to encourage urban poor families to
integrate urban farming into their lifestyle.
The Program, which will complement the existing feeding
programs of the government, will be implemented in
collaboration with the NNC, Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD), local government units (LGUs)
and the private sector. Its components are as follows:
 Aquaponics and Hydroponics;
 Cultured Mushroom;
 Container Garden;
 Training; and
 Feeding activities.
Kuday said that as of today, the DA is still in the process of
conceptualizing the design of the PPSMP. He also
mentioned that the DA is looking at tapping the private sector
as a possible source of fund for the implementation of the
program.



Gawad Kalinga (GK) Community Development
Foundation, Inc.

Patrick Doromal, operations head of the GK’s community
programs in Luzon, apprised the TWG about GK’s Kusina ng
Kalinga Program, which aims to:
 Address hunger and malnutrition among Filipino
children;
 Create positive impact on local economy; and
 Promote family values.
He said that GK kitchens operate from 4 a.m. to 2 p.m. to
provide daily nutritious lunch meals for children in public
schools, in the streets, and in conflict areas.
According to Doromal, GK establishes one central kitchen in
an identified locality that is run by two to three staff and
supported by 10 to 15 volunteers. Each central kitchen can
feed 2,000 to 5,000 kids daily.
At present, Doromal reported that the Program is able to feed
about 22,000 children a day, but GK intends to increase the
number to 100,000 food recipients a day by 2017 to 2018.
GK is a Philippine-based movement that aims to end poverty
for five million families by 2024. Its main goal is to restore the
dignity of the poor by building integrated, holistic and
sustainable communities in slum areas. GK has reached
almost 2,000 communities in the Philippines and in other
developing countries such as Indonesia, Cambodia and
Papua New Guinea. (Source: GK’s website)
After the presentation of the resource persons, Rep. Acosta
instructed the Committee Secretary to review the feeding
programs of the three presenters and recommend to the
TWG the most appropriate model that may be adopted in the
proposed National Food Security Act.
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