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SUBJECT MATTER

ACTION TAKEN/ DISCUSSION

Creating the Department of Migration and
Development, defining its powers and
functions, appropriating funds therefor

The technical working group (TWG), chaired
by Rep. Aniceto “John” Bertiz III (Party-List,
ACTS-OFW), will deliberate further on the
substitute bill in its next meeting.
The Committee Secretariat was tasked to
prepare the final draft of the substitute bill,
incorporating
therein
pertinent
recommendations of the resource persons.
The TWG had an extensive discussion of all
the sections of the bill in today’s meeting.
However, it agreed that Section 19 (Structure
and Staffing Pattern) should be discussed
further with the Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) to get the latter’s
recommendations.
Likewise, the TWG will deliberate further on
Section 20 (Special Assistance Revolving
Fund) to clearly identify the overseas Filipinos
who will be covered by this provision.
The Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO)
and the Movement for Real Reform and
Development-Overseas Filipino Workers
(MRRD-OFW) expressed their support for the
bill.
On the other hand, representatives from the
Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE),
Overseas
Workers
Welfare
Administration (OWWA), Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration (POEA), and
Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA)
conveyed their stand against the creation of a
new office to handle concerns relating to
OFWs.
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SUBJECT MATTER

DISCUSSIONS

Report on the recent Roll-on, Roll-off (RoRo)
inspection

The Committee, chaired by Catanduanes Rep. Cesar
Sarmiento, reported the outcome of the 11-day Western and
Eastern Nautical Highway Expedition of the House contingent
held from March 16 to 27, 2017 for the purpose of assessing
the adequacy, efficiency and safety of the transportation
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network, particularly the roads, bridges and ports in the
countryside.
Rep. Sarmiento extended his gratitude to Speaker Pantaleon
“Bebot” Alvarez (1st District, Davao del Norte) and Majority
Leader Rodolfo Fariñas (1st District, Ilocos Norte), who headed
the expedition, and all the other legislators who joined the
inspection via land and RoRo transport systems in Luzon,
Visayas and Mindanao.
Rep. Sarmiento emphasized that the inspection allowed for the
gathering of data that will serve as basis for executive and
legislative action to come up with the needed infrastructure
programs.
Report of government transport agencies on their
respective preparations for the upcoming Lenten
season:
 Land Transportation Franchising
Regulatory Board (LTFRB)

and

The Committee listened to the report of the government
agencies involved in the transportation sector on their action
plans in preparation for the upcoming Lenten season.
LTFRB Chair Martin Delgra III apprised the Committee of
LTFRB’s “Oplan Cuaresma” that is conducted annually to
ensure the safety and convenience of passengers during the
Lenten season.
Delgra said that the LTFRB has already started issuing special
permits to provincial buses to ensure that there will be sufficient
number of buses to meet the expected increase in the number
of passengers bound for the provinces.
Delgra added that the LTFRB has also started inspecting bus
terminals to ensure compliance with the prescribed standards
including the provision of facilities that will provide convenience
to the passengers.
Rep. Sarmiento reminded the LTFRB of its assurance that
commuters will be able to use restrooms during stopovers free
of charge.

 Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA)

MARINA Administrator Marcial Quirico Amaro III highlighted the
agency’s activities under its “Oplan Ligtas Biyahe,” as follows:
 Conduct random inspection of vessels on a 24/7
basis to ensure the vessels’ sea worthiness and that
safety standards are met;
 Facilitate the issuance of special permit should there
be a need for additional vessels to serve all
passengers in a particular port;
 Relax the requirements on the scheduling of vessels
(usually on a 30-minute interval) should there be a
need for additional port calls; and
 Ensure that passengers are covered by insurance in
case of accidents while on board the vessel.
Rep. Sarmiento reminded MARINA to make it mandatory that
all passengers be given life vests to ensure their safety while
travelling at sea.

 Philippine Ports Authority (PPA)

PPA General Manager Jay Daniel Santiago reported that the
PPA works in close coordination with the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) to ensure the security and safety of the
passengers this coming Holy Week in terms of conducting
stricter security inspection of passengers and vehicles going
into the ports.
Santiago added that the PPA will also improve the ticketing
system at the ports to eliminate the long queues for the
convenience of the passengers.
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 Manila International Airport Authority (MIAA)

MIAA Airport Police Department Manager Romeo Labador
briefed the Committee on MIAA’s “Oplan Semana Santa 2017”
which aims to ensure an organized, smooth, safe, secured, and
uninterrupted airport operations during the Lenten season.
Among the plans of the MIAA, Labador said, include the
following:
 Heighten security measures to maintain peace and
order in the area;
 Establish a master traffic plan for a smooth flow of
vehicle and pedestrian traffic in the arrival and
departure areas, as well as on main roads, service
roads, and within the terminals in coordination with
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA);
and
 Deploy additional personnel at the vehicle security
checkpoints and law enforcement support desks to
effectively assist and respond to passengers’ requests
and complaints.

 Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines
(CAAP)

CAAP Supervising Air Traffic Controller Marleen Singson said
that CAAP implements “Oplan Ligtas Biyahe” during the Holy
Week to ensure convenient, reliable and efficient air travel for
passengers.
Singson said the main activities under CAAP’s Oplan Ligtas
Biyahe are as follows:
 Establish adequately manned and equipped help
desks in airports to receive complaints and
suggestions or answer queries of the passengers;
 Strengthen security measures against possible
unlawful acts or terrorist attacks;
 Increase the frequency of nationwide aircraft
airworthiness inspections before and during the Oplan
monitoring period; and
 Deploy medical teams in airports to provide medical
assistance in case of accidents.
The different transportation agencies took note of
suggestions and concerns raised by the Members of
Committee to ensure the convenience and safety of
passengers who will travel to their respective provinces
coming Holy Week.
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