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AN ACT
RESTRUCTURING THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RAILWAY SYSTEM,
CREATING THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY, THE PHILIPPINE RAILWAY CORPORATIONS,
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The transport system is the lifeline of a nation. It carries the speed
and efficiency on the road to progress. Global experts believe that rail
transport systems are more energy efficient and economical than roads. A
reliable and efficient railway system provides timely mobility to passengers,
goods and services, which are key elements to economic growth.

The Philippines has been operating railways for over a hundred years
yet our rail infrastructure lags behind our neighboring countries. There
seem to exist unresolved systematic and institutional issues. The deficiency
is made worse by the fact that there is a regulatory chaos since there is no
central authority regulating the Philippine Railway System.

The existing regulatory framework failed to address the daily problems
encountered by the train system, particularly by the Light Rail Transit (LRT)
and the Metro Rail Transit (MRT). The usual technical failures lead to
unsuccessful delivery of efficient, safe, and comfortable mode of
transportation to the riding public. The case of Philippine National Railways
(PNR) is worse, as it desperately needs modernization.

The incumbent administration aims to complete six of 10 railroad
projects by mid-2022. Of the six railway projects, one is a 102-km Mindanao
Rail project that runs from Digos City in Davao del Sur through Davao City
to Tagum City in Davao del Norte.



As for Visayas, there is no plan yet for a railway system, which can
render necessary services in the transport of goods and people around these
areas. Consequently, the absence of functioning railways and trains have
hampered potential economic growth and development.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly
sought.
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SECTION 77. Personnel. — All affected Officers and Personnel who are
qualified to receive retirement benefits under RA 1616 and RA 660 shall be
entitled to an additional one (1) month salary for every year of service. Any
officers or personnel may avail of the same benefits as provided by the
immediately preceding paragraph; provided that they voluntarily separate or
retire from the service. Provided, further, that they are qualified to receive
retirement benefits under RA 1616 and RA 660.

Affected Officers and Personnel shall be all Officers and Employees who are
involuntarily removed or separated from the service due to the abolition of
their respective ageneies by this Act.

ARTICLE XXIII
CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

SECTION 78. Congressional Oversight Committee. — A congressional
Oversight Committee is hereby created composed of the Chairpersons of the
Committee on Public Services of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation of the House of the Representatives as Chairpersons and
four (4) members from each House as Members, to be designated by the
Senate President and the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
respectively. The Oversight Committee, shall among others, monitor and
ensure the effective implementation of this Act.

ARTICLE XXIV
FINAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 79. Separability Clause. - If any of the provisions of this Act is
declared invalid, the provisions thereof not affected by such declaration
shall remain in force and effect.

SECTION 80. Repealing Clause. — The provisions of Republic Act No.
1156, as amended and Executive Order No. 603, as amended, are hereby
repealed.

SECTION 81. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days
following its publication in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,



