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INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE DATU ROONIE Q. SINSUAT, SR.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to establish a new province separate from the present Province of
Maguindanao to address and to answer the call and will of the People of Maguindanao.

In 2006, the People of Maguindanao overwhelmingly ratified in a plebiscite by an
affirmative votes of 285,372 the creation of the Province of Shariff Kabunsuan by ARMM
Regional Assembly through Muslim Mindanao Act (MMA) No. 201 pursuant to Republic
Act No. 9054 after complying with all the requirements under the law. The said province
provided opportunities and promoted better welfare to its constituents until its creation
was stricken down by the Supreme Court in 2008 in its decision in Sema v. Comelec’
declaring Section 19, Article VI of RA 9054 as unconstitutional in so far as it grants to the
ARMM Regional Assembly the power to create provinces.

Since then, the clamor of the People of Maguindanao to create a new province is
growing as shown and manifested by the resolutions of the 13 Municipalities seeking to
be created into a separate province. The said resolutions were further endorsed by the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan, and unanimously supported by the Municipal Mayors from
the second district of Maguindanao.

In response to public clamor, this Bill is introduced with provisions consistent with
the will of the people, and attuned to the changing times, and reflective of the aspirations
of the people of Maguindanao.

The new province introduced in this Bill shall be named as the Province of Western
Maguindanao to be composed of thirteen (13) municipalities vis: Barira, Buldon,Datu Blah
Sinsuat, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Kabuntalan, Matanog, Northern Kabuntalan, Parang, Upi
(North Upi,) Sultan Kudarat, Sultan Mastura, Talitay (Sultan Sumagka,) South Upi.

This humble representation envisions for the people and constituency of the
proposed new province to fully enjoy the rights and opportunities provided for by the Local
Government Code, and the Organic Law for the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao while committing to the obligations and aspirations of the National
Government under the Constitutiong)of the Republic of the Philippines.

DATU ROONIE Q. SINSUA
Representative, First District of Maguindanao and Cotabato City
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(a) No person shall be appointed provincial architect unless he or she is a citizen of the
Philippines, a resident of the province, of good moral character and a duly licensed
architect. He or she must have practiced his or her profession for at least five (5) years.

The appointment of a provincial architect shall be optional.

(b) The provincial architect shall take charge of the office on architectural planning and
design, and shall:

(1) Formulate measures for the consideration of the sanggunian and provide
technical assistance and support to the provincial governor in carrying out
measures to ensure the delivery of basic services and the provision of adequate
facilities relative to architectural planning and design as provided for under Section
17 of the Local Government Code of 1991, as amended;

(2) Develop plans and strategies and, upon approval thereof by the provincial
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do with
architectural planning and design programs and projects which the provincial
governor is empowered to implement and which the sanggunian is empowered to
provide for under the Local Government Code of 1991, as amended:;

(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the provincial architect shall:

() Prepare and recommend for consideration of the sanggunian the
architectural plan and design for the province or a part thereof, including the
renewal of slums and blighted areas, land reclamation activities, the
greening of land and the appropriate planning of marine and foreshore
areas;

(i) Review and recommend for appropriate action of the sanggunian and
the provincial governor, the architectural plan and design submitted by
governmental and nongovernmental entities or individuals, particularly
those for undeveloped, underdeveloped and poorly-designed areas; and

(i) Coordinate with government agencies and nongovernmental entities
and individuals involved in the aesthetics and the maximum utilization of the
land and water within the jurisdiction of the province, compatible with
environmental integrity and ecological balance;

(4) Be in the frontline of the delivery of basic services involving architectural
planning and design, particularly those related to the redesigning of spatial
distribution of basic facilities and physical structures during and in the aftermath of
man-made and natural calamities or disasters; and

(5) Recommend to the sanggunian and advise the provincial governor on all other
matters related to the architectural planning and design as it relates to the total
socioeconomic development of the province.

(c) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and functions as may be
prescribed by law or ordinance.

Section 40. The Provincial Population Officer. — (
a) No person shall be appointed provincial population officer uniess he or she is a citizen
of the Philippines, a resident of the province, of good moral character, a holder of a college

degree with specialized training in population development from a recognized college or
university, and a first grade civil service eligible or its equivalent. He or she must have
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experience in the implementation of programs on population development or responsible
parenthood for at least five (5) years.

The appointment of a provincial population officer shall be optional.

(b) The provincial population officer shall take charge of the office on population
development, and shall:

(1) Formulate measures for the consideration of the sanggunian and provide
technical assistance and support to the provincial governor in carrying out
measures to ensure the delivery of basic services and the provision of adequate
facilities relative to the integration of the population development principles and in
providing access to said services and facilities;

(2) Develop plans and strategies and, upon approval thereof by the provincial
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do with the
integration of population development principles and methods in programs and
projects which the provincial governor is empowered to implement and which the
sanggunian is empowered to provide for under the Local Government Code of
1991, as amended; and

(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the provincial population
officer shall:

(i) Assist the provincial governor in the implementation of the constitutional
provisions relative to population development and the promotion of
responsible parenthood;

(it) Establish and maintain an updated data bank for program operations,
development planning and an educational program to ensure the people’s
participation in and undertaking of population development; and

(i) Implement appropriate training programs responsive to the cultural
heritage of the inhabitants.

(c) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and functions as may be
prescribed by law or ordinance.

Section 41. The Provincial Information Officer. —

(a) No person shall be appointed provincial information officer unless he or she is a citizen
of the Philippines, a resident of the province, of good moral character, a holder of a college
degree preferably in journalism, mass communication or any related course from a
recognized college or university, and a first grade civil service eligible or its equivalent.
He or she must have acquired experience in writing articles and research papers, or in
writing for print, television or broadcast media for at least three (3) years.

The term of the provincial information officer is coterminous with that of his or her
appointing authority.

The appointment of a provincial information officer shall be optional.

(b) The provincial information officer shall take charge of the office on public information,
and shall:

(1) Formulate measures for the consideration of the sanggunian and provide
technical assistance and support to the provincial governor in providing the
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information and research data required for the delivery of basic services and the
provision of adequate facilities so that the public becomes aware of the said
service and may fully avail of the same;

(2) Develop plans and strategies and, upon approval thereof by the provincial
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do with public
information and research data to support the programs and projects which the
provincial governor is empowered to implement and which the sanggunian is
empowered to provide for under the Local Government Code of 1991, as
amended,;

(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the information officer shall:

() Provide relevant, adequate and timely information to the provincial
government and its residents;

(i) Maintain effective liaison with the various sectors of the community on
matters and issues that affect the livelihood and the quality of life of the
inhabitants and encourage support for programs of the local and national
government; and

(i) Furnish information and data on the province to government agencies
or offices as may be required by law or ordinance and nongovernmental
organizations to be furnished to said agencies and organizations;

(4) Be in the frontline of providing information during and in the aftermath of man-
made and natural disasters or calamities, with special attention to the victims
thereof, to help minimize injuries and casualties during and after emergency, and
accelerate relief and rehabilitation; and

(5) Recommend to the sanggunian and advise the provincial governor on all other
matters relative to public information and research data as it relates to the total
socioeconomic development of the province.

(c) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and functions as may be
prescribed by law or ordinance.

ARTICLE VIiI
THE PROVINCIAL FIRE STATION, THE PROVINCIAL
JAIL, THE PROVINCIAL SCHOOLS DIVISION AND
THE PROVINCIAL PROSECUTION SERVICE

Section 42. The Provincial Fire Station Service. —

(a) There shall be established in the province at least five (5) fire stations with adequate
personnel, firefighting facilities and equipment by the DILG, within two (2) months upon
the commencement of the corporate existence of the new province. The provincial
government shall provide the necessary land or site of the provincial fire stations.

(b) The provincial fire station service shall be headed by a provincial fire marshal whose
qualifications shall be as those provided for under Republic Act No. 9263, as amended,
otherwise known as the "Bureau of Fire Protection and Bureau of Jail Management and
Penology Professionalization Act of 2004".

(c) The provincial fire stations shall be responsible for the protection of various emergency
services such as the rescue and evacuation of injured people at fire-related incidents and,
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in general, fire prevention and suppression measures to secure the safety of life and
property of the citizenry.

Section 43. The Provincial Jail Service. —

(a) There shall be established and maintained in the province, within two (2) months upon
the commencement of the corporate existence of the new province by the DILG, a
secured, clean, adequately equipped and sanitary jail facility for the custody and
safekeeping of prisoners, any fugitive from justice, or person detained awaiting
investigation or trial and/or transfer to the national penitentiary, and/or violent mentally ill
person who endangers himself or the safety of others, duly certified as such by the proper
medical health officer, pending the transfer to a mental institution.

(b) The provincial jail service shall be headed by a provincial jail warden whose
qualifications shall be as those provided for under Republic Act No. 9263, as amended,
otherwise known as the "Bureau of Fire Protection and Bureau of Jail Management and
Penology Professionalization Act of 2004". He or she shall assist in the immediate
rehabilitation of individuals or detention of prisoners. Great care must be exercised so
that human rights of these prisoners are respected and protected, and their spiritual and
physical well-being are properly and promptly attended to.

Section 44. The Provincial Schools Division. —

(a) The DepED shall, within two (2) months upon the commencement of the corporate
existence of the province herein created, establish and maintain a separate schools
division in the province whose jurisdiction shall cover all the municipalities of the new
province.

(b) The provincial schools division shall be headed by a division superintendent who must
possess the necessary qualifications required by the DepED.

Section 45. The Provincial Prosecution Service. —

(a) There shall be established and maintained a prosecution service by the Department
of Justice (DOJ), within two (2) months upon the commencement of the corporate
existence of the province herein created, who shall be headed by a provincial prosecutor
and such number of assistant prosecutors as may be necessary, who shall be
organizationally part of the DOJ, and under the supervision and control, of the Secretary
of the DOJ, and whose qualifications, manner of appointment, rank, salary and benefits
shall be governed by existing laws covering prosecutors in the DOJ.

(b) The provincial prosecutor shall handle the criminal prosecution in the municipal trial
courts in the province as well as in the regional trial courts for criminal cases originating
in the territory of the new province and shall render to and for the province such other
services as are required by law or regulation of the DOJ.

ARTICLE IX
TRANSITORY AND FINAL, PROVISIONS

Section 46. Plebiscite. —
The Province of Western Maguindanao shall be created, as provided for in this Charter,
upon approval by the majority of the votes cast by the voters of the affected areas in a

plebiscite to be conducted and supervised by the Commission on Elections (COMELEC)
within sixty (60) days from the date of the effectivity of this Charter.
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The amount necessary for the conduct of the plebiscite shall be borne by the Province of
Maguindanao.

Section 47. Commencement of Corporate Existence. —

The Province of Western Maguindanao shall commence corporate existence upon the
composition, qualification and assumption of the provincial governor, provincial vice
governor and majority of the members of the sangguniang panlalawigan.

Section 48. Officials of the Province of Western Maguindanao. -

The elective officials of the Province of Western Maguindanao shall be elected in the
next national and local elections following the effectivity of this charter.

However, (if this charter is ratified more than six (6) months prior to the next national and
local elections following its approval and effectivity, the highest ranking elective provincial
official of the Province of Maguindanao who is a resident of the new province shall
assume as its acting provincial governor, and shall continue in office until his or her
successor shall have been elected and qualified.

a) The Vice Governor and other members of the Sanguniang Panlalawigan shall be
appointed by the President of the Republic of the Philippines from among the qualified
residents of the new province at the recommendation of the Provincial Governor;
Provided, that the incumbent elected members of the Sanguniang Panlalawigan from the
First Legislative District of Maguindanao shall be entitled to retain their respective
positions and finish their terms of office in the new province of the Western Maguindanao
without need of appointment;

b) All vacant elective provincial positions in the present Province of Maguindanao arising
as the consequence of the approval of this charter shall be filled up through appointments
by the President of the Republic of the Philippines from among its qualified residents upon
the recommendation of the Provincial Governor. They shall continue in office until their
successors shall have been elected and qualified.

Section 49. Organization of the Provincial Government. —

All provincial appointive positions in the Province of Western Maguindanao shall be filled
within sixty (60) days upon commencement of its corporate existence.

Section §0. Suspension of Increase in the Rates of Local Taxes. ~

No increase in the rates of local taxes shall be imposed by the new province within the
period of five (5) years from its acquisition of corporate existence.

Section 51. Present Provincial Properties. —
Upon the effectivity of this Act, the ownership of real properties and infrastructure projects

of each LGU situated in the present Province of Maguindanao shall belong to the province
where it is situated.
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Section 52. Applicability of Laws. —

The provisions of Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government
Code of 1991, as amended, Republic Act 11054, otherwise known as the Organic Law
for the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, and other laws as are

applicable to provinces shall govern the herein created province insofar as they are not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.

Section 53. Separability Clause. -

If any part of this Act is declared invalid or unconstitutional, the other parts or provisions
thereof shall remain valid and effective.

Section 54. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days upon its publication
in at least two (2) newspapers of general and local circulation.

Approved.
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