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agreed upon by the parties involved. whichever is higher, shall be paid to the victim.

Cases for damages filed under this Act shall be considered as an independent civil action
and summary in nature. The Supreme Court shall promulgate the necessary rules and regulations
to govern the procedure for cases filed in this manner.

SEC. 18. Civil Liabilities. — Any public officer or employee, or any private person. whe
directly or indirectly obstructs, defeats, violates or in any manner impedes or impairs any of the
rights and liberties of another person enunciated in this Act shall be liable to the latter for
damages.

SEC. 19. Financial Assistance to IDPs. — Whenever human rights violations are causec
to the IDPs as incidents or consequences of arbitrary internal displacement, the necessary
financial assistance for their reparation, return, local integration or resettlement elsewhere shal!
be provided.

The CHR shall enhance its existing financial assistance program to include financial
assistance for the purpose of facilitating the reparation. return, local integration or re settlement
elsewhere of IDPs. Provided. That in no case shall financial assistance exceed ten thousend
pesos (Php 10.000.00) per person.

Receipt of such financial assistance shall be without prejudice to the amount of
assistance granted under other government programs. such as the Victims® Compensation
Program of the Department of Justice (DOJ) by virtue of Republic Act No. 7309. the relie?
assistance to IDPs by the DSWD. the DOH, and other similar programs which may be made
available to the IDPs under existing laws, rules and regulations.

Sec. 20. Non-Monetary Reparation. — The DOH, the DSWD. the Department of
Education (DepEd)., the Commission on Higher Education (CHED), the Technical Education
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) and such other agencies, shall render necessary
services as non-monetary reparation for IDPs and their families as may be determined. in
coordination with the CHR, pursuant to the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 21. Role of the CHR. — The CHR shall be designated as the institutional focal pcint
for IDPs. As such. the CHR shall have the following additional functions:

a. To monitor IDP conditions through the development of a system to track
concerns. actions taken and other relevant information to ensure that IDP rights are respected.
protected. and fulfilled in all phases of internal displacement;

b. To conduct public inquiries. document violations of human rights. assist IDPs in
seeking redress of grievances and work to ensure an effective response by the concerned

authorities:
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&, To investigate. on its own or on complaint by any party, all forms of human rights
violations against IDPs involving civil and political rights, in accordance with Section 18(1) of
Article XIII of the Constitution, and when found in the investigation that the filing of a case in
court is warranted. request the assistance of any department, bureau, office or agency. such as
the National Prosecution Service of the DOJ or the Ombudsman, by virtue of Executive Order
No. 163. series of 1987:

d. To render financial assistance at its sole discretion, as well as psycho-social
interventions and similar services to IDPs, and to issue necessary guidelines to implement the
same:

e. To recommend to the other agencies of government, taking into consideration
their respective mandates and functions. the grant of assistance to IDPs. as may be appropriate:

B To cite any person in contempt for violations of the orders issued by them in
accordance with the Rules of Court;

g. To follow up on early warning and ensure effective measures to protect the
civilian population against arbitrary internal displacement:

h. To advise the government on the rights of IDPs. formulate sound national policy
and legislation and to facilitate discussions to effectively address situations of internal
displacement:

i. To undertake educational activities and training programs for State authorities.
including the AFP:

1. To hold public information drives on the protection and rights of IDPs. and foster
their participation in the decision-making process regarding issues that concern them; and

k. To carry out such other acts that may be necessary to fully implement the
purposes of this Act.

SEC. 22. Joint Congressional Oversight Committee. — A Joint Congressional Oversight
Committee is hereby created. composed of the Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Justice
and Human Rights and seven (7) other Senators designated by the Senate President. and the
Chairperson of the House Committee on Human Rights and seven (7) other Members of the
House of Representatives. designated by the Speaker of the House of Representatives: Provided.
That of the seven (7) Members to be designated by each House of Congress, four (4) shall
represent the Majority and three (3) shall represent the Minority.

The Joint Congressional Oversight Committee shall also have the power to inquire into.
summon and investigate the Orders of Battle as defined under this Act. and/or any document of

similar nature. as well as the legal and factual justifications for the inclusion of specific persons
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and groups in said Orders of Battle or similar documents. In this regard. the Joint Congressional
Oversight Committee may issue mandatory process directing the transmission of all such
documents relevant and necessary for the Committee to determine the validity of the inclusion
of specific persons or groups in the Orders of Battle or similar documents. For this purpose. the
highest ranking officers or heads of offices shall be charged with testifying before the Joint
Congressional Oversight Committee in relation to any inquiries on the Orders of Battle or
similar documents.

The invocation of national security as a defense may not prevent the Joint Congressional
Oversight Committee from inquiring into the factual and/or legal bases for the existence of an
Order of Battle. or any similar document, or the inclusion of specific persons or groups in said
Orders of Battle or similar documents. Should there be a need to inquire into the factual basis for
the invocation of national security, the Committee shall convene in an executive session and
hear the officials invoking it. Should the basis not be satisfactory to the Committee, the public
hearing/s will continue and appropriate recommendations shall thereafter be made by the
Committee.

SEC. 23. Monitoring of Compliance. — An inter-agency coordinating committee shall be
tasked to periodically monitor the compliance with this Act. The Committee shall be headed by
the Chairperson of the CHR. Members of the group shall be composed of:

a. A representative, with the rank of Undersecretary. from the Department of Social
Welfare and Development:

b. A representative. with the rank of Undersecretary, from the Department of
National Defense:

£ A representative, with the rank of Undersecretary, from the Department of Interior

and Local Government;

d. A representative, with the rank of Undersecretary, from the Department of Health:

e. A representative, with the rank of Undersecretary, from the Department of
Justice:

f. A representative from the Office of Civil Defense /National Disaster Risk

Reduction and Management Coordinating Council;

g. A representative from the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples;

h. A representative of human rights non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and
other human rights groups. nominated by a selection board composed of human rights groups
and NGOs:

i The Chairperson of the Committee on Justice and Human Rights of the Senate:



14

I- The Chairperson of the Committee on Human Rights of the House of
Representatives: and

K. The Chairperson of the Committee on Justice of the House of Representatives.

The Committee shall work towards the collection of data on the number and conditions
of IDPs. leading to a registry that will aid the government in efficient planning and policy
making regarding issues affecting IDPs.

The Committee shall likewise prioritize the release of immediate financial assistance.
allotted by its component agencies. to those affected by arbitrary internal displacement.

The Committee shall submit an annual report to the Joint Congressional Oversight
Committee herein created. thirty (30) days after the end of each fiscal year. Such annual report
shall be the basis for proposed amendments to existing legislation to improve the conditions of
internally displaced persons.

SEC. 24. Appropriations. — The amount necessary for the initial implementation of this
Act shall be charged against the current year's appropriations of the CHR. the DSWD. the DOH.
the Department of National Defense (DND) and the Department of the Interior and Local
Government (DILG). Thereafter, such sums as may be necessary for the continued
implementation of this Act shall be included in the GAA.

SEC. 25. Implementing Rules and Regulations. — Within sixty (60) days from the
effectivity of this Act. the CHR shall issue the necessary rules and regulations ror its
implementation.

In the formulation of the rules and regulations, the CHR shall take the lead and
coordinate with DSWD. DND. DILG. DOH, DOJ. Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR). AFP. Philippine National Police (PNP). Philippine Commission on Women
(PCW). Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC), National Commission on Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP). National Commission On Disability Affairs (NCDA). Presidential Commission
on Urban Poor (PCUP). Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC).
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). National Housing
Authority (NHA) and consult with the LGUs concerned, human rights non-governmental
organizations and people’s organizations.

SEC. 26. Separability Clause. — If any part or provision of this Act shall be declared
unconstitutional or invalid, the other provisions hereof which are not affected thereby shall
remain in full force and effect.

SEC. 27. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, executive orders, memorandum orders.

memorandum circulars. administrative orders, ordinances or parts thereof which are inconsistent
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with the provisions of this Act are hereby deemed repealed or modified accordingly.
SEC. 28. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in

the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of national circulation.

Approved.



