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EXPLANATORY NOTE

) The Chico River is one of the major river systems in the Cordillera Administrative Region. Its
length is more or less 200 kilometers originating from its headwaters located in the tri-boundar of
Ifugao, Benguet and Mountain Province. It traverses four municipalities in Mountain Province namely.
Bauko, Sabangan, Bontoc and Sadanga, going down to the municipalities of Tinglayan. Luhuagar}.
Tabuk City and Pinukpuk in the Province of Kalinga. and to the Municipalities of Tuao. Piat. Rizal and
Santo Nino in Cagayan Province with its tail end joining the Cagavan River. The Chico River Svstem
has an estimated watershed area of 404,685 hectares.

At present, said river is irrigating some Eleven Thousand hectares in the Tabuk City Valley.
Province of Kalinga, another Ten Thousand Hectares of irrigated lands at Quezon. Province of Isabela
and the various rice terraces found in Mountain Province and in Upper Kalinga Municipalitics . Future
expansion of said irrigable area as included in the stage 2 of the erstwhile Chico River Irrigation
Project during the 80s is an additional irrigable area of some Fifty Thousand hectares located in the
Municipality of Rizal, Province of Kalinga and in the Municipality of Enrile in the Province of
Cagayan. Translated into economic benefits. the 21.000 plus hectares of rice lands irrigated by the
Chico River is currently producing an average of 250.000 tons of palay per year. With the current price
of P16.00 per kilo of palay, the total value of production per vear is more or less 4.5 billion pesos. With
this, the government is a primary beneficiary of said produce generated by the Chico River considering
that 12% or 0.540 billion pesos of said production goes directly to the coffers of the government by
means of Value Added Tax from goods and supplies bought and sold by farmers from the proceeds of
their farms. It is also noteworthy that another big irrigation system. the Lower Chico River Irrigation
System, is currently being constructed. If completed. more and more agricultural lands will be
benefited thus improving the economic lives of our farmers and also the amount of money that goes
into the Government. Corollary to its contribution to the agricultural sector. the Chico River line.
having a rich ecosystem, is also a very potent source of electricity to boost energy.aquatic products.
domestic water for economic purposes and for tourism as well. The Chico River White Water Rafting is
now well known internationally. With a more focused and sustainable development intervention. it can

become the White Water Rafting capital of Luzon.

Looking at the bright future and economic advantage that the Chico River can give to the
country, the same river unfortunately is currently beset by the following problems: massive
depletion,denudation and remarkable erosion of its upstream watersheds and along river lines. thereby
decreasing water discharges: river pollution brought about by human and capital wastes from the
upstream populace including traces of toxic materials like mercury. thereby increasingly affecting the
potability of the river; massive siltation currently expanding every vear along the Tabuk Valley
farmlands thus about 500 hectares of rice lands along the said downstream area were already silted and
rendered unproductive; and the worst probably being encountercd since time immemorial during the
rainy season is the often flooding of the City of Tabuk and the Municipality of Pinukpuk in Kalinga and
the nearby Municipalities of Tuao. Piat and Sto. Nino. all in the Province of Cagayan. Every time the
river swells, said areas will be flooded and more often the tlow changes its course thus destroying
many homes and many hectares of agricultural lands.



While it may be true that the local government units along these rivers and some government
agencies have programs to solve these problems, such actions can be temporary and in fact not
coordinated. There must be a one central agency to implement the laws, protect and promote the
development of the Chico River Basin. Establishing therefore a Chico River Development Authority is
an augur-fitting move to provide a much needed and focused management and intervention in the
development, preservation and sustainability of the Chico River Line. This Chico River Development
Authority can coordinate and implement properly the programs and projects that will ensure the
participation of all stake holders, government and non-government groups and individuals.

The non-passage of this important legislation would certainly result into more and more
erosions and watershed depletion upstream of the Chico River, and worst, Tabuk City Valley will
irreversibly be put into a wasteland with silts, gravel and boulders all around. all with negative

irreversible economic impact.

All premises considered and in the light of the significance of this legislation, passage of this

bill is earnestly sought.

ALLEN JESSE C. MANGAOANG
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ANACT CREATING THE CHICO RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY,
DEFINING ITS POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, APPROPRIATING
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled.

SECTION 1. Title. - This Act shall be known as the “Chico River Basin Development Authority.”

SECTION 2. Declaration of Policy. - It is the declared policy of the State to promote the integrated
management and development of resources in the country's River Basins, within the context of a river
basin approach to optimize economic and social welfare without compromising the sustainability of
environmental system and to ensure a fair sharing of the national patrimony between highland and
lowland people.

SECTION 3. Purposes and Objectives. - It is the purpose. intent and objective of this Act to:

1. Establish the legal framework and mechanisms for the creation of the Chico River Basin
Development Authority:

2. Consolidate and harmonize all development initiatives within the river basin under the
overall framework of a unified river-basin management and development approach:

3. Maximize the participation of all stakeholders in the area. establishing the most effective
approach to effect an active and sustainable collaborations among stakeholders from
government agencies. non-government agencies/peoples organization and the private sector:

4. Promote equitable sharing of costs and benefits from the basin's natural resources across
sectors, group of communities. across space and time: and

5. Negotiate local and external investment in th> area. thereby increasing livelthood
opportunities for the people within the Basin.



SECTION 4, _(.'rean'on of the Chico River Basin Development Authority. - For the purpose of carrying
out and eﬂ“e(_:tmg the.above declared policy, there is hereby created under the Office of the Pn:xidcnté
!.he Chico River Basu.: Development Authority. hereinafter referred to as the Authority to car.rv ou£
integrated and lco.ordmated approach to planning and management of resources L‘n‘i]izaticm- and
development within the Basin. The Authority which shall be organized within one hundred twenty
(120) days aﬁef t'he approval of this Act, shall execute the powers and functions herein vested and
conferrec.I upon it in such a manner as will, in its judgment. aid to the fullest possible extent in -(."11‘1'\'1']15_'
out the aims and purposes set forth. B

SEC'I:ION 5. Mandate. - The Authority shall be the primary government agency mandated 1o
coordtnate all development activities in coordination with the appropriate  government
agencies/people's organization within the Chico River Basin. It shall ensure an integrated ;zppmach to
Plafming and management of resources utilization and development on a basin-wide scale. utilizing
indigenous systems of environmental management with due regards to the rights of indigenous
peoples/indigenous cultural communities over their ancestral lands and-ancestral domains under the
Indigenous Peoples Right Act of 1997 and its attendant Rules and Regulations as maybe appropriate.

SECTION 6. Territorial Jurisdiction. - The Authority shall have jurisdiction over all the areas within
the watershed of the Chico River originating from its headwaters at Mount Data. flowing through the
Municipalities of Bauko.Sabangan.Bontoc and Sadanga in Mountain Province. going down to the
Municipalities of Tinglayan. Lubuagan. Tabuk City. Pinukpuk in the Province of Kalinga. and to the
Municipalities of Tuao,Piat, Rizal and Santo Nifio in the Province of Cagayan. with its tail end joining
the Cagayan River; and shall include its tributaries in the Province of Kalinga namely. the Bunog River
to the South, Tanudan and Biga Rivers to the East. the Mabaca and Saltan Rivers to the North and the

Pasil River further downstream.

SECTION 7. Location of Principal Office. - The Authority shall maintain its principal office at the
most strategically located place. It may however establish such branch offices in other places necessary

for the proper conduct of its business.

SECTION 8. Powers and Functions. - In addition to the usual corporate powers:and in order to
effectively realize its objectives. the Authority shall be charged and vested with the following powers

and functions:

a. To prepare, review . evaluate and update the Chico River Basin Comprehensive Master Plan
(CRBCMP) in the interest of the Regional Development Plans of CAR and other areas and scctgr;tl
plans as basis for proposing improvements in existing policies governing the protection. presen ation.
management and development of resources within the basin through legislation or other appropriate
executive measures. In addition. Chico River Basin Development Authority shall recommend 1o the
President and Congress of the Philippines matters that may require executive directives and
congressional legislation in support of the objectives of the CRBCMP:

b. To spearhead the coordination of inter-agency activities within its jurisdiction in the
implementation of the CRBCMP:

c. To provide the machinery for extending the necessary technical assistance to local
government units, line agencies, public corporations. the private sector and affected indigenous cultural
communities/indigenous peoples in planning for the development projects that have an over-all impact
upon the utilization and management of resources within the Chico River Basin:

d. To provide the machinery for extending the necessary technical assistance for the
maintenance, repair and rehabilitation. as maybe necessary of Micro-Hydro Systems located within the
area including the resolution of problems on siltation and flooding:





















