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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill was filed in the Sixteenth Congress as House Bill No. 4745 and was
later on substituted as House Bill No. 6058. The bill was approved on its Third
Reading on the House of Representatives on September 9, 2015. It was transmitted to
the Senate of the Philippines on September 14, 2015.

It is the fervent hope of the Palawefios to have a comprehensive Palawan State
University System in Palawan to serve the needs of the students, faculty and staff and
visiting scholars. This is necessary to improve the quality of life in the province by
providing access to quality tertiary education to all. The explanation found herewith is
a reiteration in foto of the House Bill 6058.

This bill seeks to amend Republic Act (R.A.) No. 7818 for the purpose of
strengthening the administrative supervision of the Palawan State University (PSU) by
defining the integration of the PSU-Local Government Unit-College of Community
Resource Development (PSU-LGU-CCRD) campuses with the PSU Main Campus at
Puerto Princesa City, Province of Palawan and establishing the Palawan State
University System.

PSU started as Palawan Teachers’ Coilege (PTC) in 1972. In 1984, PTC was
converted into Palawan State College (PSC) and in 1994, PSC became PSU.

PSU has already coniributed a lot to the human and non-human resources
development in Palawan by pursuing its mandate in instruction, research, extension
and production. It has earned an excellent reputation with its selection as one of the
Centers of Excellence in Teacher Education in Region IV in 1996; the Panrehiyong
Sentro ng Wika since 1995, the Reproductive Health Center since 1995; the Learning
Center of the University of the Philippines — Open University since 1989; the
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Regional Science Teacher Training Center and the Regional Staff Development
Center from 1977 to 1984.

From 1984 to 1992, PSU embarked on the operation of Development High
Schools at a time when access to secondary education was quite difficult for the rural
youth in Palawan. Later, PSU phased down these high schools in order to focus on
tertiary education as directed by the Commission on Higher Education (CHED). In
response to the request of the LGUs to establish campuses in their respective
jurisdictions, PSU subsequently changed its high schools into tertiary education
institutions. To date, twenty CCRDs are operating in Palawan.

In the operation of each CCRD, the LGU and the Parent Teacher Council
(PTC) of the town where it is set up on one hand, and PSU on the other hand, enter
into a Memorandum of Agreement. The LGU provides the site, buildings, classroom
facilities, and extends funding for the salaries of faculty and staff. The PTC collects
school fees from the enrollees and uses the funds to help meet operations expenses
and acquisition of facilities. PSU manages the CCRD and provides the faculty and
non-teaching staff of these centers.

Through the years. the student population and operation costs of the CCRDs
have been increasing. The total financial assistance provided by LGUs has likewise
climbed from about P500,000.00 in the early stages of the centers to almost
P10,000,000.00 at present. The PTCs have been charging enrollees amounts ranging
from P8,000.00 to P12,000.00 per year. On account of these funding requirements,
most of the LGUs in recent years have been trying to scale down their support or to
withdraw assistance, while the parents, all of whom come from the depressed areas
and low-income households, have been clamoring for lower school fees.

Section 2, Article XIV of the 1987 Constitution mandates that “the State shall
establish, maintain and support a complete, adequate and integrated system of
education, relevant to the needs of the people and society.” In consonance with this
mandate, CHED has been continuously adopting means to provide the vouth with
affordable, accessible, relevant and quality tertiary education. Aligned with the CHED
thrusts, PSU has nurtured and operated the CCRDs that to date, the CCRDs have
already served no less than 20,000 rural youths.

Thus, to continue providing access and quality tertiary education to the rural
youth in Palawan, the bill intends to secure funding support for these centers from the
national government and to strengthen the administrative supervision of PSU in order
to achieve maximum output. These twin moves are imperative because leaving the




CCRDs as they are would mean depriving a significant number of rural youth the
opportunity to pursue tertiary education. It also means discarding the costly task of
operating the CCRD which is estimated at about twenty (20) times more than the costs
entailed for the conversion of the centers into regular branches and the Ilatter’s
subsequent operation.

The budgets of all state universities and colleges come from the national
government. In the case of the CCRDs, as proposed in this bill, funds shall come not
only from the national government but also from the .GUs and the parents. The
CCRDs, therefore, more than deserve to be provided subsidies for their continuing
operation.

Rationalizing the circular offerings, organization and management in the
CCRDs cannot be achieved because, at present, the CCRD Budget comes largely from
the LGUs and parents. Defining the integration of the CCRDS as regular branches of
PSU in order to strengthen their governance and providing national government
subsidy for their sustained operation, as proposed in this bill, would definitely result in
better efficiency in the delivery of quality tertiary education in Palawan. Education
has been recognized as a social service, an investment, an economically feasible

activity, and a high impact strategy for people empowerment and socio-economic
development.

In view of the foregoing, the approval of this bill is earnestly recommended.
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ANACT
CREATING THE PALAWAN STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM IN THE
PROVINCE OF PALAWAN AND THE CITY OF PUERTO PRINCESA,
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7818

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Section 1 of Republic Act No. 7818 is hereby amended to
read as follows:

“Section 1.The Palawan State University (PSU)
System is hereby created, composed of the PSU Main
Campus in Puerto Princesa City and the PSU-LGU-CCRD
external campuses located in the Province of Palawan, which
are hereby converted into regular branches, namely, PSU-
Narra, PSU-Quezon, PSU-Rizal, PSU-Espafiola, PSU-
Brooke’s Point, PSU-Bataraza, PSU-Balabac, PSU-Roxas,
PSU-San Vicente, PSU-Taytay, PSU-Coron, PSU-Araceli,
PSU-Dumaran, PSU-Linapacan, PSU-El Nido and the others
that may be organized hereinafter. The Palawan State
University Main Campus and the regular branches shall be

collectively referred to herein as the University.”

SEC. 2. Section 3 of Republic Act No. 7818 is hereby amended to read as

follows:
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“Section 3. The University shall continue to offer its
present undergraduate and graduate circular offerings in the
fields of education, arts and sciences, and other degree
courses as the board of regents may deem necessary to carry
out its objectives, and consistent with the goals of local,
regional and national development. It shall also continue to
offer opportunity in short-term technical or vocational courses
within its areas of specialization to meet the needs of the
nation. Provided, however, that existing and future programs
pertaining to instruction, research, extension and production,
organization, administrative as well as academic structures,
including the appointment of the University key officials shall

be rationalized by the University Board of Regents.”

SEC. 3. Section 4 of Republic Act No. 7818 is hereby amended to read

as follows:

“Section 4. The University shall have the general
powers of a corporation set forth in the corporation law. The
administration of the University and the exercise of its
corporate powers shall be vested exclusively in the board of
regents and the president of the University insofar as
authorized by the board. An administrator, appointed by the
Board of Regents and whose appointment papers shall be

signed by the University President, shall head each regular

branch.”

SEC. 4. Section 9 of Republic Act No. 7818 is hereby amended to read

as follows:

“Section 9. The University shall be headed by a
president to be appointed by the President of the Philippines

upon recommendation of the Board and shall hold office for



















